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PEACE PLANNERS 


- Scores of famous scholars and noted 
leaders of the Protestant churches par- 
ticipated in the Cleveland Study Con- 
ference on a Just and Enduring Peace. 

Among them Dr. William Ernest © 
Hocking was chairman of the commit- 
tee preparing the memorandum on “The 
Churches and the Current International © 
Situation.” Dr. Hocking was formerly 
professor of philosophy at Harvard, and — 
has written notable books. 

Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, professor at 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia, was secretary of the com- | 
mittee which prepared the “Message of 
the Churches” which resulted from the 
Cleveland Conference. He is a mem- 
ber of Federal Council Commission on 
a Just and Durable Peace, and secre- 
tary of the joint Committee on Re- 
ligious Liberty of the Federal Council 
of Churches and of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference. | 

Dr. Emory Ross, also a member of 
the committee which prepared the 
Cleveland message, is executive secre-} 
tary of the Foreign Missions Confer- 
ence of North America. Formerly a 
missionary to Africa, he has become an} 
outstanding leader in world missions. 

Twenty-one Lutheran delegates fro 
the United Lutheran Church, American 
Lutheran Church, 
Synod attended the Conference. 
Conrad Bergendorf, Dr. Frederick 
Reissig, Dr. Paul Scherer, and Dr 
Nolde had official roles. 
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Visions of Service 


THE company of believers in the Messiahship of Jesus Christ have two 
significant promises recorded in the opening chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles. One of these consists of the very words of our Lord Himself on 
the day of His ascension: “Ye shall receive power and ye shall be witnesses 
to me.” The second promise was quoted by the Apostle Peter on the day of 
Pentecost: it was at once an explanation and a prophecy for the period 
during which the proclamation of the Gospel has been in process. The 
declaration reads: “Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions and your old men shall dream dreams.” 

In the centuries since Pentecost there have been false prophets and 


' vain enthusiasms which were largely deceptive. But always a company of 


believers has been in communion with the Head of the Church and thereby 
maintained true witnessing to the Son of God and His Kingdom. 

Indication of the mystical elements in revealed faith is the timing of - 
periods of awakened service of our Lord. The adversities which error and 
evil have brought upon the world have become the occasions for clear and 
beckoning visions of God’s will for His kingdom. Knowledge, purity, and 
holiness which are given by divine grace attain a clarity which enlightens 
Christians in their church associations so that they discern the desire of our 
Lord for the wider proclamation of the Gospel. We Lutherans are now 
beholding vast fields of service. We have visions that are not visionary. 
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Report from European church 


A REPORT on conditions in the Lu- 
theran churches of Europe was given to 
the National Lutheran Counvil by Dr. 
A. L. Warnshuis in New York City on 
January 25, 

So far, Lutherans of America have 
failed to get an official representative 
of their own into the Fortress Europe. 
Dr. Warnshuis went abroad as the for- 
eign counselor of the Church Commit- 
tee on Overseas Relief and Reconstruc- 

tion. He stayed in 


/\ London, Paris, Gen- 
L\ eva. He talked with 
fal men who have lived 


through the war in 
Denmark, Finland, 
Germany, Holland, 
tet Norway. 

“The church has 
become the voice of freedom in 
Europe,” he says. “It is the conscience 
of the nations, the bulwark of safety of 
the persecuted.” 

Dr. Warnshuis is critical of the pre- 
war Lutheran churches on the Con- 
tinent. They were content to stay on 
the fringes of community life, he said. 
They concerned themselves with the 
religious life of the faithful and with 
their program of charity, but had no 
concern with civic and political affairs. 

Impact of Adolph Hitler on the 
churches has changed that. The 
churches have now become centers of 
political resistance. Many clergymen in 
France, Holland, and elsewhere became 
active leaders in .the underground 
movement. One pastor reported to Dr. 
Warnshuis that he discovered that his 
most effective form of parish work was 
organizing sabotage. Clergymen were 
particularly active in sheltering perse- 
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cuted Jews, and protested boldly 
against government policy toward them. 


Rediscovery of faith 


CuyurcH leaders gradually became 
convinced that the principles and ac- 
tions of National Socialism were con- 
trary to the commands of God, reported 
Dr. Warnshuis. They could not remain 
neutral. Hesitantly at first, but with 
increasing boldness and skill, they re- 
sisted the Nazi philosophy. 

“Christ is Lord,’ they said. All 
phases of life must come under His 
dominion. “America has never had such 
keen, alert, aggressive ‘social gospelers’. 
as there are now in Denmark and Nor- 
way,” asserts Dr. Warnshuis. 

People in the Lutheran countries be- 
gan to ask themselves: What gives the 
church its boldness? A new respect for 
religion became evident. Church at- 
tendances have doubled. It is not a tem- 
porary revival. An evangelistic pro-— 
gram is under way. Bible study groups 
are springing up in many places. " 

Church leaders do not intend to be 
pushed aside after the war. Construc- 
tive forces have gathered around the 
church as the only organized center of 
life which remains. Church leaders aim 
to be first on the ground when the day | 
of liberation comes. They do not in- 
tend to be paid off in petty coins of po- 
litical maneuvering. They have learned 
a good deal of the technique of social 
leadership. 


Defeat in Finland 


In Finland the church leaders don’t: 
know what to do, said Dr. Warnshuis.. 
They are escaping into fatalism and 
eschatology. The armistice has stunned! 
Finland. Terms imposed were those de-| 
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creed for Romania. Church leaders 
have no confidence in Soviet policy on 
religious freedom. They are wondering 
whether their brothers in America are 
thinking about them. 

In the Baltic countries the Russians 
require all citizens to file question- 
naires, according to which rationing 
classifications are determined. Those 
put in the sixth classification get no 
rations at all. All the Lutheran min- 
isters in the Baltic states are in the 
sixth class, stated Dr. Warnshuis. 

Public opinion in America must be 


_ rallied in favor of religious freedom in 


: 


countries now being brought within the 
Soviet orbit, he said. Russians need 
American co-operation, and may be 
willing to listen. 


Lutherans going overseas 

THE Rev. Stewart Herman, Lutheran 
clergyman, has been appointed by the 
World Council of Churches to go to 
Geneva. The National Lutheran Coun- 
cil is also seeking to send an observer 
to Switzerland, and hopes to secure the 
services of Dr. A. R. Wentz. 

A trip to Stockholm by Drs. Ralph 
Long, P. O. Bersell, and Lawrence 
Meyer has been pending for some time, 
but has not yet been definitely sche- 
duled. Dr. N. M. Ylvisaker, president 
of the Chaplains’ Association of the 
Army and Navy, has been denied per- 
mission to tour the theaters of war. 


Big congregation 
A HALF million of the German pris- 


-oners of war confined in the United 


States, England, and France are Lu- 
theran, the Rev. Louis Sanjek told the 
National Lutheran Council at the Jan- 
uary meeting. 

Army authorities have granted the 
Lutheran Church special opportunity to 
minister to these men. At present 116 
Army chaplains and 78 civilian pastors 
are conducting services for the PW’s in 
America. There are also 200 German 
Lutheran pastors who are prisoners, 
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who assist in this ministry. Overseas, 
thirty-one chaplains are assigned to this 
work. 

Lutheran efforts are co-ordinated 
with those of the War Prisoners’ Aid 
of the YMCA. A Swedish clergyman, 
the Rev. Carl Erik Wenngren, is in the’ 
United States to supervise this work. 
Two other Swedish pastors have been 
scheduled to join Mr. Wenngren. 

Through the Lutheran PW Commis- 
sion, nearly 300,000 religious books in 
the German language have been se- 
cured and sent to prison camps in the 
United States and overseas. A new 
prayer book is now being prepared. 


What about conventions? 


CuurcH people are asking, Can the 
usual conventions be held this year. 
The National Lutheran Council at its 
annual meeting appointed a committee 
to confer with government authorities 
to determine what church conventions 
can be considered essential in view of 
the transportation crisis. 

No objection is being made by the 
ODT to the convention of the Virginia 
Synod in February. It is believed that 
legislative assemblies entirely needful 
in the corporate life of the church may 
be permitted. Study conferences, sum- 
mer schools, and various inspirational 
gatherings are being canceled. 

The Associated Church Press has 
called off its annual meeting. 


Slovaks seek ties 

THE Slovak Lutheran Church would 
like to establish close ties with the 
Church of England after the war, states 
the Rev. Jan Michaelec, chaplain to the 
Czechoslovak Army in Great Britain. 

A representative of the Church of 
England should be sent as soon as pos- 
sible to the Slovak Lutheran Church, 
he proposes. 

“The Church of England and the 
Slovak Lutheran Church are very near 
to each other in dogma and church 
life,” said Pastor Michaelec. * 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


Morale is a strange creature; but 
stranger still is the food it feeds upon. 
We have been warned of danger to our 
morale by the enthusiastic celebration 
of victories, though Stalin is simply 
reckless and extravagant with hundreds 
of artillery salvos, and encourages pub- 
lic demonstrations. We are fed the most 
optimistic reports concerning the prob- 
able end of the war, and that from the 
highest sources. Yet it is considered bad 
for our morale if we believe and act 
upon these reports. It was stated that 
the removal of ration points from a 
number of items last summer would 
be an aid to public morale, and we 
agreed thankfully with that. Then, with 
the coming of December, these and a 
number of other items are again on the 
ration list; whereupon we are shocked 
to learn that this is necessary for the 
restoration of our war-conscious morale. 
All of which is merely an introduction 
to the latest addition to the morale 
building items. We are told that noth- 
ing should stand in the way of free 
and unlimited beer, for beer “is essen- 
tial to the building and sustaining of 
public morale!” How strange, when it 
is commonly charged that strong drink 
is the chief cause of absenteeism’ and 
the loss of manpower hours! 


At First thought the Allied rebukes. 


and protests to Switzerland for “giving 
aid” to the Nazis by shipments of ma- 
chinery, precision tools, etc., is apt to 
receive our unqualified approval. For 
immediate advantage to the Allies, of 
course, it has considerable value. But 
before Switzerland is condemned, we 
need to remember that our country has 
practiced “neutrality” under similar 
conditions, and vigorously defended its 
right to do so. The history of Swiss 
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neutrality is a consistently honorable 
one, and under conditions that have 
been particularly dangerous because of 
her geographical location under the 
shadow of mighty neighbors. Switzer- 
land protests rightly that German coal, 
iron and oil are absolutely necessary 
for the continuance of her economic 
and domestic life, and she has only one 
way to pay for it. If some of her prof- 
iteers in business and labor step beyond 
proper bounds, we are in no position 
to throw stones. Switzerland’s standing 
in the family of nations has been 
founded on her practice of neutrality 
as a high principle. It would be a pity 
to penalize her for that, and at the same 
time endanger her future existence, for 
a temporary advantage to the Allies. 


Those Who have seen tank flame- 
throwers on the screen may have won- 


dered not only at the distance to which ~ 


the flame carries but also at its con- 


tinued visibility. The answer seems to ; 


be in the process by which the material 


is produced at the time of using. A’. 


secret white powder is stirred into or- 
dinary motor gasoline, which turns it 
into a jelly. When this product is shot 
forward it maintains an intense flame 
for 8 to 10 minutes, as it fastens on its 
target; will ignite any flamable surface 
at temperatures 40 degrees below zero, 
and is not easily extinguished. It pene- 
trates the openings of pill-boxes, the 
joints of enemy tanks, and makes 
wooded areas untenable. 


Andorra, that tiny state which nestles — 


in the Pyrenees between Spain and 
France, has its troubles in common with 
all the minor states of Europe. Though 
it has jealously claimed independence 
for nearly 700 years, it is at present 
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occupied by French police “for security 
reasons.” Andorra, like San Marino, 
Monaco, Liechtenstein and Vatican 
City, has continued in existence by the 
sufferance of its larger neighbors, yet 
much respect is due to the spirit of its 
few more than 5,000 population, which 
has kept it alive during these centuries. 
All the way through it has held fast to 
its original feudal organization, though 
for a long period after A. D. 1278 it 
existed under the joint overlordship 
of the Spanish Bishop of Urgel and the 
French Counts de Foix. Napoleon 
granted it a Constitution as a Republic 
in 1806. Its first attack of modern rest- 
lessness came in 1933, when the youth 
of Andorra staged a one-hour peaceful 
revolution, which forced the Council to 
grant the right to vote and hold office 
to all citizens reaching 25 years of age. 
However, by 1941 this privilege came 
to be restricted to the heads of families. 


With Spring coming apace, and the 
thought of “victory” gardens being re- 
inforced by the return of high-pressure 
rationing, the planting public will be 
interested in a new weed-killer—2-4- 
dichlorophenoyacetic acid, mercifully 
abbreviated to 2-4-D. It is a product 
of the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils 
and Agricultural Engineering at Belts- 
ville, Md. A solution of 1/20th of 1 per- 
cent will kill off dandelions, narrow- 
leaf plantains, pennywort, chickweed, 
pigweed, wood-sorrel, knot-weed and 
broad-leaf dock, intruders that invade 
_ lawns and gardens. Even white clover 
- will succumb to this treatment. It will 
not be so effective with crab-grass, un- 
less used in such proportions as will 
damage lawn grasses. It will be ef- 
fective in keeping down weeds in gar- 
dens and in grain fields. If the pests 
have had a long start more than one 
application will be necessary. 


The Reach of bombing efficiency at 
present, and its greatly extended threat 
in the near future, have already posed 
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serious problems for every nation in 
the world. Thinking of it in terms of 
Britain, Lord Cromwell rose in Parlia- 
ment last month to warn the nation that 
something drastic should be done about 
it. He proposed that “the British Com- 
monwealth of Nations and - Empire” 
should be treated “as one unit before 
it-is too late.”- Lord Cromwell advised 
that the Capital of the Empire should 
be established overseas (probably in 
Canada) “in the not too distant future. 
Otherwise I can visualize this island 
becoming a Malta of the North Sea.” 
That is a foreboding prophecy. Con- 
sidering the Briton’s tenacious rever- 
ence for the ancient establishment in 
the British Isles, this is not likely to be 
acted upon promptly. Nevertheless the 
British have a vivid recollection of 
Malta’s experience, one which has been 
brought even nearer home by the pres- 
ent infliction of buzz-bombs and the 
threat of still greater evils. 


Two Paris newspapers, Combat and 
Franc-Tireur, both connected with the 
national resistance movement, spoke 
with prompt and bitter comment (De- 
cember 26) on the Vatican’s Christmas 
declaration in favor of democracy. Said 
Combat: “We wish the Pope had taken 
his stand during the shameful years 
and done his denouncing then. It is 
painful to think that the church left 
that task to others who were more ob- 
scure, and who lacked the church’s au- 
thority and, in some cases, lacked the 
hope by which the church lives. In that 
case the church would not have had to 
worry about preserving itself. Even if 
in chains, it would not have ceased to 
exist.” The charge is timely, and speaks 
for a far larger group than the French 
resistants. The Vatican’s stand is weak- 
ened by being too belated to carry any 
significance or weight. Its favor toward 
totalitarianism, being totalitarian itself 
by nature and intent, has been too 
openly exercised to be obscured by this 
sudden change of policy. 
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Meeting of the Executive Board 


By Secretary W. H. GREEVER, D.D. 


Tue first meeting of the Executive 
Board for the current biennium was 
held in the Lutheran Church House, 
New York, on January 11, 1945. New 
members and old were all present, ex- 
cept Judge Zimmerman, who-wwas ex- 
cused on account of illness in his fam- 
ily. The meeting was called to order 
by the president, Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, who assumed office on January 1, 
1945, and was inducted into office Jan- 
uary 10, 1945, through a public service 
in Holy Trinity Church, New York. 

At the proper time, Dr. G. Morris 
Smith was elected a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Board to fill the vacancy made 


, by the change of the membership of Dr. 


F. C. Fry from elected member to that 


G. Morris Smith, D.D., LL.D., 
President, Susquehanna University 


of ex officio, as president of the Church, 
and the Hon. A. L. Bulwinkle was 
elected to fill the vacancy caused by the 
election of Mr. Henry Beisler as treas- 
urer of the Church, and, ex officio a 


. member of the Executive Board. 


The president reported on appoint- 
ments to committees and commissions 
for the biennium, on items referred by 
the 1944 convention to the Executive 
Board, on unfinished business and on 
recommendations. He transmitted cer- 
tain items of information bearing on the 
state and“work of the Church. 


Hon. A. L. Bulwinkle, 


Congressman from North Carolina 


Tribute to Dr. F. H. Knubel 


President Fry, at the beginning of the 
meeting, called for the presentation of a 
tribute to the President Emeritus, Dr. 
F. H. Knubel, which he had requested 
Dr. Paul Krauss to prepare. Dr. Krauss | 
presented the following, which was — 
unanimously adopted, by a _ standing 
vote, as the expression of the senti- 
ments of the Board: 


For over a quarter of a century, ever 
since its organization as the United Lu- 
theran Church, this portion of the one 
Holy Catholic Church throughout all the 
world has been blessed by the leadership 
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of one man, Frederick H. Knubel. With 
wisdom and faith, with patience and love, 
zealously and tirelessly, he has led the 
Church into new unity and power and 
fruitfulness. 

All American Lutheranism, all World 
Lutheranism, all Evangelical Christianity 
is in his debt and holds him in lasting 
honor. for his statesmanlike service to the 
whole Body of Christ on earth. ‘ 

But we of the United Lutheran Church 
who know him best, add to that honor our 
undying affection and gratitude. He took 
the leadership of the United Lutheran 
Church when it was a newly organized 
combination of three separate entities. 
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, he 
hands over the leadership of a unified and 
powerful body, fused into a family of love, 
animated, equipped and dedicated for the 
service of Christ and His Kingdom. Over 
the years we of the Executive Board who 
have worked in close and constant contact 
with him have found our love and faith 
for him growing with each year. 

Now that he has come to the end of his 
formal leadership, we would express to 
him the personal appreciation and the pro- 
found gratitude and affection that is warm 
in our hearts today. We will continue to 
look to him and count on him for his wise 
counsel and most of all for the re-enforce- 
ment of his loving friendship. And we 
give thanks to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Lord and his, for 
the gift of his life and leadership. May 
God grant him health and strength for 
continued and blessed service to the Mas- 
ter, Whose he so manifestly is and whom 
he has so faithfully served. 


Office of Stewardship Secretary 

Proceeding upon the action of the 
1944 Convention, Minutes, pages 85 and 
254, the Executive Board instituted the 
office of Stewardship Secretary by the 
adoption of the following statement 
with recommendations: 


1. We interpret the Minneapolis Conven- 
tion’s instruction to the Executive Board 
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“to develop and put into operation an 
over-all plan of stewardship and promo- 
tion” as including the necessary authority 
for the election of a Stewardship Secre- 
tary. We therefore propose that the Board 
proceed to elect a Stewardship Secretary 
today. 

2. In our judgment the work of the 
Stewardship Secretary should not be iden-. 
tified with that of the present promotional 
efforts of the Church. In fact, it will be 
better if it is not so identified for the 
following reasons: 

(a) The two spheres are distinct. Our 
present promotional efforts are properly 
directed to stimulate the total thought of 
the Church; the work of the Stewardship 
Secretary will be aimed primarily at the 
raising of benevolence funds, which of 
necessity involves the stewardship of life. 

The present promotional efforts are 
channeled principally through the printed 
word; the work of the new Stewardship 
Secretary will consist chiefly in a personal 
approach to stimulate the Synods in Stew- 
ardship. (Cf. Minutes of 1920 Convention: 
“The Synods should regard themselves as 
the primary agency for promotion and se- 
curing the gifts of the congregations to the 
general benevolent causes of the Church.’’) 

The present promotional efforts are di- 
rected by one who was elected by the 
Board of Publication; because of the na- 
ture of his work, the Stewardship Secre- 
tary should be elected by the Executive 
Board. (Cf. Constitution of the ULCA, 
Article VI, Section 4 (f) and Sections 5 
and 6.) 

(b) This distinction has been almost 
constantly recognized in all the thinking 
of the Church concerning promotion and 
stewardship for the past fourteen years. 

(c) There is ample need for the full 
employment of the talents of an able man 
in promotional activities of the general and 
literary type. Activities of this character 
which have been initiated include the tract 
ministry, the Pastor’s Plan Book, the 


printed messages on the Church offering 


envelopes, audio-visual education, contri- 
butions to THe LurHERAN concerning the 
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plans and projects of the ULCA, assistance 
in correlation and styling of Board pub- 
lications. A natural extension of promotion 
of this sort might well reach out to the 
preparation of a Manual for Church Coun- 
cilmen, such as was advocated at the 
Omaha Convention. Additional projects 
like the weekly congregational bulletin 


service of the United Lutheran Publication 


House, whose “dramatic possibilities as a 
promotional medium” were point&d out in 
the President’s Report in 1940, could also 
be correlated. 

(d) Since the combined tasks of literary 
promotion and specific stewardship activ- 
ity are obviously too great for any one 
man, the division indicated here is natural. 

3. The work of the Stewardship Secre- 
tary must be co-ordinated closely with 
the Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship. 
A review of the constructive efforts of the 
Laymen’s Movement in this field through- 
out the entire life of the United Lutheran 
Church in America is very impressive. 
From time to time alternate plans of carry - 
ing out stewardship efforts have been pro- 
posed, but invariably the Church has 
found it wisest to turn back to the Lay~- 
men’s Movement and to place all of the 
responsibility in its hands. This culmin- 
ated in an action of the Executive Board 
on October 9, 1941, which “rescinded all 
previous action which stood in the way 
of the complete transfer of the respon- 
sibility for stewardship promotion to the 
Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship.” 

The proposed election of a Stewardship 
Secretary by this Board is in no way a 
reflection upon the excellent labors of the 


Laymen’s Movement. Viewed in correct ~ 


perspective, it is rather a credit to them. 
The work of the Laymen’s Movement has 
been so valuable that the Church now 
wishes to place its full weight behind it. 
And as we go forward, it is eminently de- 
sirable that the efforts of the Executive 
Board and the Laymen’s Movement shall 
be fully co-ordinated. 

4. To apply this last principle effectively, 
the ideal situation would be for the Ex- 


ecutive Board to elect a layman as Stew- 
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ardship Secretary to serve in connection 
with the Laymen’s Movement for Stew- 
ardship. Preferably he should be a man 
who can also serve as Secretary of that 
Movement. To that end we recommend 
the election of Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton 
as Stewardship Secretary, to serve under 
the Executive Board. We recommend also 
that the details of the working arrange- 
ment between the Stewardship Secretary 
and the Laymen’s Movement be placed in ~ 
the hands of the Officers. 


Benevolence Plans for 1945 


Most earnest consideration was given 
to the plans for increased benevolence 
contributions, so enthusiastically au- 
thorized by the 1944 convention. The 
Executive Board was inspired by many 
reports from almost every part of the 
Church, indicating an aggressive and 
determined spirit in the congregations 
to answer the challenge of the Church. 
The Board authorized the arrangement 
with Dr. F. E. Reinartz to continue his 
special. service in behalf of this cause 
until the new Stewardship Secretary 
can take the work over. 

Suggestions for the progressive pres- 
entation of the program of advance for 
the ULCA were presented, including 
such items as Executive Board personal 
endorsements; special letters; district’ 
luncheons; conference with editors; 
special approaches to boards and insti- 
tutions; presentations to synod conven- 
tions; conferences with synodical stew- 
ardship chairmen; monthly publicity 
bulletins; direct approach to congrega- 
tions paying no apportionment; enlist- 
ment of key men and women, ete. 


Other Matters 

Considered at this meeting of the 
Board were matters pertaining to: In- 
come Tax Deduction, Pensions for Lay 
Workers, Increase of Pensions for Min- 
isters, Retirement Allowance, Federal 
Council Relationships, Work in South 
America, Conferences on Correlation 

(Continued on page 21) 
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WASHINGTON 


By OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER 


~ MAJOR BULWINKLE 


Concressman Alfred Lee Bulwinkle 
_of North Carolina has accepted his re- 
cent election to the Executive Board 
of the United Lutheran Church. A 
short-story about the “Major” seems 
appropriate on this page just now. He 
has been in Congress since 1921 with 
the exception of 1928-30, when the 
Hoover landslide carried his district for 
the Republicans. He has specialized in 
his favorite committee, “Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce,” which includes 
public health. He introduced the House 
bill which led to the establishment of 
the National Cancer Research Institute. 
His father was born in Germany and 
came to Charleston, S. C., in 1856, join- 
ing St. John’s Lutheran Church. His 
mother is Scotch and English. In 1891 
the Bulwinkles moved from Charles- 
ton to Dallas (Gaston County), North 
Carolina. The present Congressman 
clerked in a country store, taught school 
and studied law under a local attorney. 
Later he went to the University of 
North Carolina to complete his legal 
training, passing the state board exam- 
ination before he was twenty-one. 
‘When the county seat was moved to 
Gastonia, he moved there, too. 

He and his family have been active 
members of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Dallas, across the years. He 
saw service on the Mexican Border in 
1916 and in 1917 he was commissioned 
a major and served abroad in the Sec- 
ond Battalion, 113th Field Artillery. 
The number “13” surely has figured in 
his life. He was commissioned on July 
13, 1917; he was ordered to report Sep- 
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tember 13; he was assigned to the 113th 
Artillery; he was discharged April 13, 
1919; his house number in Gastonia is 
613 South York Street; his congres- 
sional office number is 1313. 


POLITICS 

AtmosT tingling reports have come 
out of the recent Cleveland Confer- 
ence on peace and planning. Unfor- 
tunately, the dreams of churchmen will 
have to run the gauntlet of rough, 
cruel and practical politics. Would to 
high heaven the spoils of system didn’t 
control so much in high places! And 
what is true of Washington is likely 
true of every capital in the world, big 
and small. It is simply devastating to 
political idealism to read letters like 
those of President Roosevelt to Jesse 
H. Jones and the latter’s answer to the 
President. It looks at this writing like 
the Congress will remove the loaning 
agencies from the Commerce Depart- 
ment and then turn the Commerce 
Secretaryship over to Henry Wallace, 
believing that is his size. All this may 
add up to efficiency and more Congres- 
sional surveillance over the agencies it 
sets up in the future. However, here 
is one glaring reason why business and 
the professions, and not public service, 
get such a large percentage of the coun- 
try’s finest minds. 


WortH reading: Federal Probation 
(quarterly journal of corrective philos- 
ophy and practice) published at the 
Supreme Court, . . . Chief of Navy 
Chaplain Robert D. Workman has been 
nominated to the Senate for the rank 
of Rear-Admiral. 


MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


PREPARATIONS—Mrs. Lathrop will be glad when Lent is here 


“Here we are, Mother!” Joan’s voice 
was clear and eager above the obligato 
of scuffing galoshes. 

“Tm in the sewing room, dear. Come 
up when you’ve taken off yeur wraps. 
And please don’t track up that kitchen 
floor more than necessary.” 

There was a mad scramble of feet 
on the stairs. Joan burst into the room, 
followed by Phyllis and Clair. 

“Where are the patterns? We stopped 
at the store for red paper and lace 
doilies.” 

“She almost didn’t give them to us,” 
put in Clair. 

“Yes,” added Phyllis, “she waited till 
there was no one else in the store, then 
she got the things out from under the 
counter and made us promise not to 
tell our friends or she’d have the whole 
town mad at her because she didn’t 
have enough to go around.” 

“Come on,” said Joan, seizing the 
hearts and cupids I had fished out of 
my holiday drawer. “We'll work over 
in my room. Clair can work at the desk 
and Phyl and I will work on the floor. 
O. K.?” 

With a chorus of “O. K.’s” and much 
dropping and recovering of school 
books and papers, they departed to the 
next room. At first I could hear Joan 
giving orders in her best school teacher 
voice. Then they appeared to settle 
down to work with their hands while 
their tongues kept pace with their 
fingers. 

Clair seemed to be conducting an 
indignation meeting. “I don’t think it 
was fair to keep Eddie after school. He 
only bumped John the tiniest bit.” 

“Yeah,” Phyllis agreed, “if John had 
been looking what he was doing that 
little shove wouldn’t have made him 
spill the paint water.” 
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“But it was no wonder Elsa yelled,” 
Joan pointed out. “If you’d gotten a 
lot of paint water down your neck when 
you weren’t expecting it, I'll bet you’d 
have yelled too, even if it was right in 
school.” 

“tT bet I wouldn’t have yelled,” 
boasted Clair. 

“Look at this cupid,” exclaimed 
Phyllis. “I tried and tried, but he still 
looks like Santa Claus.” 

“Mine’s awful too,’ Joan sympa- 
thized. They went off into gales of 
laughter. “Wait, I’ll get mother to help 
is. 

In the doorway she stopped to look 
at me. By this time I.was trying on the 
dress before the long mirror. “What 
are you doing, Mother? I haven’t seen 
that dress for ages.” 

“Trying to see whether this hem is 
straight before I sew it. I’ve had this 
tucked away in my closet because it 
was too long and I just didn’t have time 
to shorten it. But I sent both my black 
and my green dresses to the cleaner’s, 
and now it seems there’s some sort of 
mix-up and I can’t have them till next 
week. Imagine my sending my two 
best dresses to the cleaner’s at the same 
time! I don’t know what I was thinking 
about. Now I have to rig up something 
to wear to the Erickson wedding and to 
the party at the Center.” 

“And my party; don’t forget!” 

‘!'m not forgetting, but I thought P’d 
wear my blue sheer, so I’d feel com- 
fortable in the kitchen. Unless you want 
me to act like a guest, of course.” 

Joan ignored my airy persiflage. She 
had important business on hand. “Can 
you take time to help us with these 
cupids? We get them too fat or some- 
thing. Oh, there’s the phone. I'll an- 
swer while you do these. We need 


The Lutheran 


twelve of them, you know.” 

' ‘Don’t forget to put a smile in your 
voice!” I called after her flying figure. 
“Daddy’s making calls. He'll be here at 
supper time.” 

Before I had time to sketch one of 

the little gods of love, she was back. 
“For you, Mother.” 

“Good afternoon, Mrs. Lathrop,” 

came Mrs. Stern’s friendly voice. “I’m 
calling to ask you to pour at the Wom- 
an’s Club tea February 28.” 

“Y’m so sorry, Mrs. Stern, but I think 
I'd better not. You see, that comes right 
in the middle of Lent, and I’m trying to 
avoid taking on anything of a social 
nature until after Easter.” 

“TI can see how you'd have to be care- 
ful in your position not to do anything 
your members could criticize.” 

For a minute I almost let that pass. 
If she wanted to think that I went 
around in fear of the tongues of my 
husband’s parishioners, what harm 

would it do? But somehow my con- 

| science—often a troublesome part of 
my make-up—wouldn’t let the matter 

“drop there. “I’m afraid it isn’t fear of 

criticism that makes me want to keep 

Lent a little different from the rest of 

the year. It’s a kind of selfishness, per- 

haps. Tm so interested in so many 
things and enjoy being with people so 
much that just about this time of 
year I find myself going around like a 
squirrel in a cage. I actually need a 
few weeks of comparative quiet to catch 
my breath.” To have said “spiritual re- 

-newal” would have sounded too 
preachy, although it would have been 

more exact. 

“TY never thought of that! It is a good 

idea, isn’t it? I always thought—to be 

quite frank—that it was just a bit of 

superstition, you know, that you 
thought it bad luck to do things in Lent. 
I might try it myself, next year, al- 
though not being a Lutheran I may not 
get away with it! 

I was starting upstairs, when Mark 
hailed me. 
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“Wait a minute, Mother. I want to 
ask you something. Yes, I know you're 
going to tell me I’m dripping snow all 
over the floor, but T’ll wipe it up. A 
bunch of us are going to Johnson’s Cor- 
ners on a winter picnic tomorrow and 
I told them I was sure you’d make us 
sandwiches and a big thermos full of 
hot cocoa. All right?” 

“Tomorrow? Oh, Mark, I don’t see 
how I can. You know Joan’s having a 
party and I’m going to a wedding and 
the party at the Youth Center, besides 
getting everything ready so that I won’t 
have too many thirigs on my hands on 
Sunday. You can see for yourself that 
I won’t have time to do anything more.” 

“But I told the fellows you’d do it!” 

“Then this will have to be a lesson 
not to promise things that other people 
have to do.” He looked so woebegone 
that I added, “Of course, if you want 
to make the sandwiches and cocoa 
yourself, that’s a different story. Just 
so you're out of the kitchen before 
Joan’s preparations get under way.” 

“Why didn’t I think about that? It 
was just that the fellows said some- 
body’s mother ought to fix a lunch, and 
I said, ‘Sure, mine will!’ But I can do 
it myself.” 

I halted him at the door. “What about 
your dancing class? If you boys go on 
a skating party all day, are you going 
to be able to stay awake Saturday 
night?” 

“Who cares about an old dancing 


class? It’s no fun anyhow since Pegeen 


got those old high school boys coming.” 

He was off before I could say a word. 
I returned to my sewing and the manu- 
facture of paper cupids. This time it 
was the doorbell that interrupted. 

Joan dashed to answer. She came 
back looking very sober. “It’s Mrs. 
Gerber. She wanted to see daddy, but 
she’ll talk to you. She looks as though 
she’s been crying. I wonder what’s 
wrong.” 

I had an idea. I braced myself for an 
unhappy interview. 
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CHURCH NEWS FROM EUROPE 


National Lutheran Council Hears Facts as Seen and 
Heard by Recent Visitor 


Amonc the items which received ma- 
jor consideration at the recent meeting 
of the National Lutheran Council was 
one titled “World Action.” Wnder this 
heading the commissioners represent- 
ing the American Lutheran bodies co- 
operating in the Council deal with the 
relationships of the Lutheran churches 
in the United States and Canada to sis- 
ter Lutheran churches in Europe, in 
mission fields where European societies 
have been laboring, and with thought 
toward whatever forms of reorganiza- 
tion and rehabilitation the post-war 
world should inaugurate. Executive 
Secretary Ralph H. Long conferred a 
great favor upon the commissioners to 
the National Lutheran Council and to 
the constituencies whom they represent 
by inviting the Rev. Dr. A. L. Warn- 
shuis, chairman of the Church Com- 
mittee on Overseas Relief and Recon- 
struction for the Federal Council and 
the Foreign Missions Conference. 

In addition to credentials received 
from that body, he also carried some 
twenty letters from men in important 
positions in Protestant churches. Among 
them was a letter from Dr. Long which 
identified him as a messenger from the 
Lutherans in this country to the Lu- 
therans in Europe. Dr. Warnshuis was 
able to make confidential contacts with 
a considerable number of Church lead- 
ers and brought back from Norway, 
Finland, Denmark, Holland, Sweden, 
France, and Germany, messages that 
might be called expressions of expecta- 
tion. Evidently the. work which was 
done in Europe following the First 
World War by the National Lutheran 
Council and after 1923 by the activities 
of the Lutheran World Convention has 
not been forgotten, though the genera- 
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tion to which it was given may have 
largely passed from the scenes of eccle- 
siastical activity. 


Physical Conditions in Europe 

Dr. Warnshuis began a description of 
what he had learned as an observer by 
referring to the destruction of property 
and the disruption of comfortable living 
in the portions of western Europe which 
he either saw or heard described. He 


A. Livingston Warnshuis, D.D. 


said concerning the general situation 
that the needs existent amongst the 
peoples of Europe, as five or fewer 
years of war have developed them, are 
grim beyond description. Many forms 
of food are entirely unobtainable and 
all kinds are scarce. There is no new 
clothing. Destitution is very great. 
Churches and church resources have 
been the victims of the conflict to an 
extent as great as has been visited upon 
other forms of material equipment. 
“Out of 318 churches in one area of 
England, five are quite untouched. All 
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the rest are in various stages between 
complete destruction and serious dam- 
age.” 

Speaking of experiences in France, 
more particularly in Paris, Dr. Warn- 
shuis said, “Paris is cold and lacking in 
what we would consider absolute es- 
sentials.” He told the reaction to an 
invitation to a party on the part of a 
young lady who declined acceptance 
because the date of the affair conflicted 
with the night of the week in which 
she could have hot water for a bath. 

“Transportation is provided only by 
military authorities,’ said Dr: Warn- 
shuis. “I had a jeep and a driver as- 
signed me and I lived as the guest of 
the military government.” 

He continued, “Of the countries from 
whom I have received reports, Holland 
is the worst off.” This comparison we 
infer indicates what we know in general 
in this country that Holland has been 
the victim of prolonged Nazi occupation 
with the Gestapo in constant charge. 


Mental Effects 


It is only when one has adjusted him- 
self to the amazement aroused by find- 
ing that people can continue to endure 
such hard conditions and seem to make 
such few complaints, that one can dis- 
cern a mental attitude which explains 
to some degree the patience in submis- 
sion toward physical self-denial. 

Among the individuals with whom 
Dr. Warnshuis had conversation at 
Geneva was a Christian pastor and his 
wife, who, among other incidents of the 
past three years, made reference to 
their constant fear of arrest by the 
Gestapo. Said he, “Every day at eight 
o'clock in the morning I found myself 
listening to hear whether or not an au- 
tomobile stopped before the door of the 
house in which I was living. Fight A. M. 
was the daily hour for arrests by the 
Gestapo.” 

Dr. Warnshuis made a general obser- 
vation concerning the mental situation 
amongst the “occupied” countries in 
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Europe. Said he, “The mental state of 
the people under subjection is the worst 
effect of this war. They have been liv- 
ing in a world without law, without 
justice, without security, at the mercy 
of the Gestapo.” In this same connec- 
tion he related a story of a young 
Dutch minister and his wife who had 
escaped from Holland. This clergyman 
referred to the changes in the ethical 
convictions of people who have been 
living in occupied portions of Europe. 
Said he, “One learns to lie, to write 
deceptively, even to kill where neces- 
sary.” The minister continued, “Our 
experience began when we undertook 
to hide from the Gestapo two Jewish 
children. That was the beginning of 
work in behalf of these refugees and 
from the original two, the number in 
whom we took interest grew to 400. 
But we were continually on the move, 
knowing that if we were caught we 
would be severely punished. We lived 
in a world of illegality in which our 
former codes of conduct were trans- 
formed from respect for law and order 
into defying the Gestapo.” 


In Defense of the Faith 


Dr. Warnshuis made the further ob- 
servation that these people never would 
return to the state of mind in which 
they were when the second World War 
began. He explained, “At the begin- 
ning the church and its ministers were 
on the fringe of the international strife. 
They had not taken any active interest 
in popular movements. It was only after 
a period of time that they realized that 
this national socialist philosophy was in 
effect resistance to God, and then they 
began to take steps in opposition. As 
time passed, this opposition led them to 
participate actively, often as leaders, in 
what we call in America ‘the under- 
ground movement. They became the 
centers for bands pledged to sabotage. 
They not only condoned, they defended 
taking life where it was necessary to 
do so. The entire code of ethics was 
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transformed as the motivation of de- 
fense patriotism more and more took 
possession of the Church. One of the 
great problems of rehabilitation will be 
the re-establishment of the normal pro- 
portions between the regard for one’s 
nation which is patriotism and regard 
for one’s church as the agency for pro- 
Bente the gospel.” 

. Warnshuis gave the writer the 
paca that there are great pos- 
sibilities for an intensification of the 
power of the Christian religion in 
Europe following the end of the war. 
The church’s former attitude of disin- 
terestedness, if not indifference, to the 
activities of the state does not now ex- 
ist. On the contrary, there is a very 
sensitive feeling which has emerged 
into definite convictions that national 
socialism as it was developed under the 
Hitler regime is nothing less than re- 
bellion against God. Said he, “The 
future danger that will be Sicountened 
by the church will arise from such 
weariness and exhaustion as will make 
the people the victims of some form of 
spiritual quackery or of national dema- 
goguery and thus sidetrack the move- 
ment toward the restoration of evan- 
gelical influences.” 


Anti-Church a Minority 

Dr. Warnshuis referred to reports 
which he had received from Germany. 
He stated that there had been from the 
very beginning opposition to the Nazi 
policies with reference to the church 
and to the treatment of Jews and others. 
This feeling was given expression by 
the “Confessionals,” many of whom 
were sent to concentration camps be- 
cause they would not submit to the de- 
mands of the Hitler partisans, that they 
should aid the Nazi authority. It is the 
impression of Dr. Warnshuis that there 
is a substantial amount of Christian 
convictions, if one may ‘so describe a 
person’s religion, which will be re- 
vivified when the grip of Nazism has 
been broken. A sentence of observation 
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was quoted, “If National Socialism had 
won, 95 percent of the people would 
have been won to the National Socialist 
party. When it loses, only 5 percent will 
continue to be Nazis.” 

On the whole, Dr. Warnshuis believes 
that religious rehabilitation of Prot- 
estant Europe will occur. In fact, there 
are grounds for the expectation that 
the churches when disassociated from 
the overlordship of the state and the 
consequent entanglements with political 
movements, will come out of this war 
period stripped of much that made them 
weak in past decades. The Protestant 
churches in Europe realize the ad- 
vantages of co-operative action. It 
seems reasonable to believe that the 
co-operation in United States and Can- 
ada which has been demonstrated dur- 
ing this war period will afford a win- 
ning illustration as it is demonstrated 
in Europe. : 


1945's Appeal 
That the National Lutheran Council, 
acting in behalf of the Lutheran World 
Convention movement believes that we 
have a God-given duty to the church 
in Europe is indicated by the item in its 
Budget Goal for 1945: 
Church Abroad 
a. Missions, $540,000 
b. European relief, $300,000 
c. Centers in China, $60,000 
Dr. Paul Empie presenting these items 
stated, “We realize that the sum of 
$300,000 is utterly inadequate in amount 
for the program of rehabilitation of the 


-church in Europe. It can be remem- 


bered, however, that there are’ two 
sums, each of $100,000, which are a re- 
serve now in hand and available for 
work in Europe whenever it is possible 
to begin it. Furthermore, the National 
Lutheran Council is hopeful that the 
churches will surpass the sums indi- 
cated in a Budget Goal of $1,790,000 so 
that there will again be an excess that 
can be used as it will be helpful to the 
sorely tried brethren in Europe.” 
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A Diversified Career 


The REV. GLENN S. ECKARD'S Chaplaincy Took Him Into Far Places 


CuHapLaIn GLENN S. Ecxarp, USNR, has 
related to the General Commission on 
Army and Navy Chaplains, Washington, 
D. C., an account of his extensive journey- 
ings. The chaplain, who had never been 
in uniform until he received his commis- 
sion in 1941, arrived at the U. S. Naval 
Air Station, Corpus Christi, Texas, where 
he remained for more than a year. His 
narrative resembles a travelogue, with an- 
other year as senior chaplain of a Naval 
Hospital in New Zealand, followed by a 
period with the Seabees at an advanced 
base construction depot in New Caledonia. 
Last September Chaplain Eckard arrived 
in the United States, and is now stationed 
at Camp La Mesa, San Diego, Calif. 

Of his experiences at home and abroad, 
Chaplain Eckard has sent to the General 
Commission the following account: 

“At the end of one year of duty at Cor- 
pus Christi, Texas, I was ordered to the 
South Pacific, where I was assigned to a 
Naval Base Hospital in New Zealand. 
There we had a neat little chapel built and 
furnished in an annex of one of the mess 
halls, where communion and preaching 
services were held every Sunday. I also 
kept office hours for private interviews. 
Daily rounds of the hospital wards were 
made with a special effort to contact all 
new admissions, as well as to greet, advise, 
and leave literature with all the patients. 
I prepared and gave a series of lectures on 
morals and conduct to the crew. For a 
short time I held services at a neighboring 
Marine activity and filled emergency ap- 


[Chaplain Eckard was born at Hickory, N. C. 
He is an alumnus of Lenoir Rhyne College, 
Hickory, class of 1928, and of the Southern Lu- 
theran Theological Seminary, Columbia, S. C. 
During one summer he was assistant pastor in 
Atlanta, Ga., and during another served as stu- 
dent pastor at Shelby, N. C. Following his or- 
dination to the ministry by the South Carolina 
Synod, Chaplain Eckard was for four ae pas- 
tor of St. Paul’s Parish, Pomaria, S. C. For six 
years prior to entering the chaplaincy, he was 
paebot of Zion Parish, Lexington, S. C. In 1933 

e married Miss Ruby Pearl Sandel of Chapin, 
S. C. They have three children.] 
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pointments several places for the Marines. 
Also I occupied the pulpits by invitation 
in various local churches and took part in 
conferences of local ministers, 


Marriage Regulations 

“An especially interesting phase of my 
ministry here was the responsibility of in- 
terviewing the girls of New Zealand who 
planned to marry members of our com- 
plement and patients. It was my task, with 
that of other American chaplains, to ren- 
der a report and recommendation on these 
proposed international unions, and to for- 
ward required papers to the representa- 
tive of the area commander of American 
forces from whom ultimate permission had 
to come. I performed the marriage cere- 
mony for a fair number of these couples. 

“As the mission of our hospital was com- 
pleted, I was ordered to the Seabee base 
in New Caledonia. The chapel being of 
inadequate capacity, we ordinarily held 
services in the roofless movie bowl which 
our Seabees had constructed on a hillside. 
This natural setting under the bright sun 
and blue sky bathed in the balmy atmos- 
phere of the South Pacific seemed to en- 
hance our worship services. The war 
seemed remote enough as the little Estey 
organ, with my CM 1/c at the keyboard, 
sounded forth, and the boys who had come 
directly from work sang the old familiar 
hymns. 

“Bad news of family troubles, and the 
necessity of boosting the morale of the 
men who thought they had put in more 
than their allotted time abroad and should 
go State-side, constituted a large propor- 
tion of my problems. 


Circuit Jeeping 
“Since I had the use of a jeep, it was 
easy to get around. On Sunday mornings 
we would load the organ and equipment 
(Continued on page 44) 
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MESSAGE REGARDING PEACE © 


Cleveland Conference Speaks to the Churches 


“THE churches must declare their understanding of the will of God for life 
among the peoples of the world,” it was stated at Cleveland on January 19 by 
the Conference on a Just and Enduring Peace. 

In an effort to make such a statement, a document entitled “A Message to 


the Churches” was prepared. 

The Conference, in adopting its Mes- 
sage, spoke only for itself, and not for 
the churches or the Federal Council. 
The Message is given to the churches 
for study and action. The first section, 
entitled “Christian Faith and World 
Order,” is given here in full. Other 
sections will be published later. 

We are living in a uniquely dangerous 
and promising time. It is dangerous be- 
cause we are faced with widespread evi- 
dence of religious and moral disintegra- 
fp ‘tion as well as with effects of war in in- 
creasing suspicion, fear, and hatred. It is 
promising because a new spiritual vitality 
is manifesting itself under the Providence 
of God and witnessing to that quality of 
the Christian faith which demonstrates its 
strength in adversity. In our effort to 
make decisions and to take action which 
shall help to guide the world from anarchy 
and chaos forward to a just and creative 
peace we are called to reaffirm our faith. 

It is the Christian faith that God’s right- 
eous rule is over all men and nations; that 
in Christ He confronts us all alike in judg- 
ment and mercy; that men, though sinful, 
are made in His image and are not only 
the concern of His saving work but His 
agents as well, each of value in His sight 
without distinction of class, race, or con- 
dition; that the Church, the body of Christ 
and the fellowship of Christ’s followers, 
is the creation of His spirit, and the stew- 
ard of His purpose; that His Kingdom on 
earth is an unconquerable Kingdom of 
justice and mercy and truth in which it 
is our responsibility to bring human laws 
and human institutions into increasing ac- 
cord with His holy will. 

In this Christian faith, the purposes 
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which we seek to realize are fashioned. As 
we affirm the worth of man in God’s sight, 
so we must, act by the Christian principle 
of reverence for human personality. God 
sees His children united in one family 
whose individual and corporate life is the 
goal of redemption: we must be joined in 
the common effort to make effective in in- 
dividual relation and in corporate acts, the 
Christian principles which we affirm. God’s 
way is the way of justice, love, and mercy; 
justice, love, and mercy must rule our life 
with our fellows. While compulsion and 
control are needed for the restraint of evil 
in a world of imperfection, the ultimate 
victory over evil must be by way of re- 
demptive good will, by which alone can 
good be created. God’s way with men is 
the way of freedom and responsibility; 
man’s true life as a man is achieved only 
when that way is freely chosen and freely 
wrought out. As we need humility and 


penitence in standing before God, so do |, 


we need humility and penitence in our 
dealings with men. Whenever human 
practice goes counter to these principles 
which root in our faith, the Christian must 
raise his voice in protest. 

It is in this Christian faith that our con- 


fidence is grounded. For our confidence 


is in God, the establisher of the order 
within which men and nations work, and 
in the forces of the spirit which God em- 
ploys. We believe in the might of truth 
as against falsehood and deceit and in the 
power of right to command the conscience 
and to overcome oppression and wrong. 
We believe in the power of good will as 
greater than selfishness and force; in the 
value of mutual trust as against distrust 
and suspicion; and in the might of faith 
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JOHN FOSTER DULLES 


Mr. Dulles, as chairman of the Fed- 
eral Council Commission on a Just and 
Durable Peace and as a man of long 
experience in international affairs, is at 
present the outstanding leader among 
Protestants in America in the crusade 
for bringing Christian principles to bear 
upon the solution of world problems 
arising from the war. 


as greater than cynicism, doubt, and de- 
spair. God’s grace, made manifest in Christ, 
rescues men from despair, has power to 
remake them when they turn to Him for 
healing and forgiveness, and redeems all 
their life. We see this power even now at 
work in the world in lives made new, in 
sins forgiven and conquered, in hopes re- 
kindled. 

We rejoice in the Church of Christ as a 
world fellowship which today unites men 
in faith and love transcending nation, race, 
and class. We rejoice that a growing num- 
ber of men of good will outside the Church, 
in recognition of the moral law, seek with 
us the creation of “one world” of justice 
and security for all men. Let the Church 
purge itself of inner division, unite with 
all who work for these high ends, and so 
live out its principles of justice and love 
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in the face of all dictates of selfishness 
and counsels of expediency as to create 
new faith, new conscience, and new hope. 


The Church's Mission 

Out of the continuous creative vitality 
of the Christian faith has grown the 
Church of which we are a part. The 
Church, as bearer and sharer of the rev- 
elation of God in Christ, stands under a 
divine compulsion to serve the world, with 
equal responsibility for all people. The 
misery, want, and sin of the world today 
bring to us a new sense of the urgency of 
the commission, “Go ye into all the world.” 

“Home Missions” and “Foreign Mis- 
sions” are aspects of the one world mission 
to which the Church is called. Both are 
significant in the Church’s contribution to 
world order. The most effective assurance 
for justice in an abiding world order is in 
the expansion of allegiance by men and 
nations to the Christian faith. This is as 
greatly needed within America as else- 
where. The reconstruction of devastated 
lands, the rebirth of hope and determina- 
tion for a world of justice, and the will to 
create instruments for the expression of 
that hope are central in the Church’s mis- 
sion, ; 

The world mission of the Church has 
helped to create among our people con- 
cern about international affairs and has 
opened channels for the efforts of the 
churches toward a just and durable peace. 
Through missionary agencies relief is and 
can be administered, reconstruction can be 
furthered in many areas, and the long- 
range objectives of world order promoted. 
The immediate and practical necessities 
of mission work as well as the impulse 
to unite in Christ have promoted wide- 
spread interdenominational co-operation. 
This, in turn, has given impetus to that 
ecumenical movement which now brings 
promise that the energies of the churches 
will be utilized to face their overwhelming 
opportunities. This co-operation must be 
further developed. What is called for is a 
united Protestant missionary movement. 
The churches are therefore urged imme- 
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diately to strengthen and unify their mis- 
sionary enterprise both at home and abroad 
so that their unique contribution to world 
order may be equal to these opportunities. 


Principle and Action 


Christians must act in situations as they 
exist and must decide what God’s will 
demands of them there. At all times they 
must keep the ultimate goals clearly in 
view but they have equal responsibility 
to mark out attainable steps toward those 
goals, and support them. An idealism 
which does not accept the discipline of 
the achievable may lose its power for 
good and ultimately lend aid to forces with 
whose purpose it cannot agree. 

If we accept, provisionally, situations 
which fall short of our ultimate objective, 
we cannot be morally bound to sustain 
and perpetuate them. That would be 
stultifying. It is the possibility of change 
which is the bridge from the immediate 
situation to the Christian ideal. That pos- 
sibility is an imperative for Christians, 
who must constantly maintain tension with 
any secular order. 

The churches through their leaders have 
the -task of assisting people in situations 
of this kind. Specifically, in the realm of 
world order, the churches must declare 
their understanding of the will of God for 
life among the peoples of the world. They 
must do this while proposals are being 
framed. They must continue to do it after 
governments have made their decisions. 
When a concrete proposal for world or- 
ganization is presented, Christian leaders 


must help the people to decide whether it 


marks a presently obtainable step in the 
right direction and, if so, urge them to 
give it their support. 

Whether America will be a help or a 
hindrance in building a peaceable world 
depends upon the attitudes of individuals 
and groups in our nation. We call atten- 
tion to the dangers which lurk in com- 
placency toward existing injustices; the 
frequent contradictions we tolerate be- 
tween our ultimate beliefs and our con- 


20 


scious aims; the false sense of national se- 
curity which—in spite of the lessons of 
two tragic wars—holds that the United 
States can live apart from the rest of the 
world and its problems; intolerance and 
discrimination; selfishness which refuses 
to recognize that we are members one of 
another and is unwilling to run risks for 
the sake of the world community; blind 
devotion to national sovereignty; the 
cynicism which believes there always must 
be wars and puts its reliance upon force 
alone; and the spirit of hatred and ven- 
geance toward other peoples. It is our 
concern that such attitudes should not pre- 
vail, but rather that in us and in our fellow 
citizens those attitudes should be developed 
which support the growth of world com- 
munity. 


Domestic Order and World Order 


Over a century and a half ago it was 
given to the American people to deter- 
mine by struggle and experiment whether 
government by the people could be estab- 
lished and maintained on the earth. Upon 
the success of this adventure rested a great 
hope for mankind. In the intervening 
years the growth of the United States as a 
home for human freedom has been a no- 
table fact and influence. It must now be 
demonstrated that human freedom is com- 
patible with economic security, A new: 
challenge is offered to the people of Amer- 
ica to establish along with political democ- 
racy an opportunity through productive 
employment to earn an income sufficient 
for the basic needs of food, clothing, 
shelter, health, recreation and cultural 
pursuits, and assurance to every individual 
of whatever race of an equal and un- 
segrated opportunity for worship, protec- 
tion in time of unemployment, illness, or 
need, and full political and civil rights. 

The economic system which proved ade- 
quate in an earlier period has, in our day, 
revealed grave defects and inadequacies 
under the strain of modern industrial con- 
ditions. All elements in the economic sys- 
tem— consumer, employee, management, 
capital, and government—should move 
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from the strife and restrictions of our pres- 
ent situation to a full and free co-opera- 
tion with the objective of greatly increased 
production and distribution to meet the 
expanded human needs in this and other 
countries. We recognize the need of ex- 
perimentation with various forms of own- 
ership and control, private, co-operative, 
and public. 

A challenging effort in the United States 
' in the solution of our domestic economic 
problem will be followed by favorable re- 
percussions in the economic and spiritual 
life of the world, thus contributing to the 
establishment of a just and durable peace. 

The right of private property is not an 
absolute right but a right qualified by the 
public interest. Likewise freedom of en- 
terprise does not imply absolute freedom 
but operation of enterprise consonant with 
' the interest of the public and the welfare 
of the nation. In the use of property and 
in the operation of enterprise, therefore, 
the welfare of society should be given pri- 
mary consideration; and it is the duty of 
the state to prescribe such regulation of 
industry and of the conditions under which 
it is carried on as will result in whole- 
some conditions of employment and fair 
treatment to those who are engaged in it 
and to the public at large. 

The Church must therefore condemn any 
failure of our economic system to meet the 
basic needs which have been indicated. We 
must ask our people to recognize that in 
order to supply these needs for all, many 
changes may be necessary in our economic 
practices. These changes will probably lie 
in the direction of a larger measure of 
social planning and control than char- 
acterized our pre-war system. They should 
be brought about by democratic processes 
and should be consistent with Christian 
principles with respect to the worth of 
personality and the value of freedom. We 
should not’ allow our devotion to any sin- 
gle system or method to deny to anyone 
the basic requirements for “the good life.” 
Nor should we allow our preference for 
our economic or political system to prevent 
us from collaborating, for the achievement 


February 7, 1945 


of world order and world peace, with peo- 
ples who have a different system. 

In order to maintain our democracy at a 
high level it must continually be adjusted 
to meet the necessities of history and the 
demands of justice. Only if our domestic 
order is born again with fresh vision and 
determination to meet the needs of men 
can America fulfill her new mission and 
bring hope and encouragement to a broken 
world. 


Meeting of the Executive Board 
(Continued from page 10) 

of Work of Agencies, Conference of 

Synod Presidents, Special Financial 

Matters, etc. 


Elections 

Commission to the National Lutheran 
Council: President of the ULCA, ex 
officio; Rev. G. H. Bechtold, Rev. P. D. 
Brown, Rev. W. H. Greever, Rev. M. R. 
Hamsher, Rev. J. J. Scherer, Jr., Rev. 
R. C. Sorrick, Rev. R. E. Tulloss, Rev. 
A. G. Weng, Rev. A. A. Zinck, G. F. 
Greiner, S. F. Telleen, Robbin B. Wolf. 

Knubel-Miller Lecture Committee: 
President of the ULCA, Secretary of 
the ULCA, Treasurer of the ULCA, 
Rev. O. G. Beckstrand, Rev. J. H. Fray, 
Rev. E. A. Steimle, Rev. A. A. Zinck. 

Executive Committee of the Lay- 
men’s Movement: Charles Bruning, 
T. P. Hickman, Harold U. Landis, W. K. 
Mauney, Fritz C. Noel, Eugene H. 
Rights, E. Harry Schirmer, Ivan J. 
Snyder, Charles H. Esser, J. K. Jensen. 

Commission to the Federal Council 
of Churches: Term expiring 1951: Rev. 
G.' Morris Smith, Rev. A. J. Traver, 
Rev. Paul Scherer, S. F. Telleen, Miss 
Nona Diehl. Term expiring 1949: Clar- 
ence C. Stoughton. 

Board of American Missions: Term 
expiring 1946: Rev. Emil W. Weber. 

Parish and Church School Board: 
Term expiring 1946: Rev. L. Ralph 
Tabor. 

Board of Deaconess Work: Term ex- 
piring 1950: Harry J. Landbeck. 


TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


“THE SEEING EYE” 


Read 1 Corinthians 13: 9-12 and Luke 
18: 31-43. 

“THE seeing eye” of the big bomber 
is a modern marvel, with its vision be- 
yond that of the eagle—detecting from 
great heights and through clouds the 
object attacked. The seeing eye of the 
faithful dog that guides its blind master 
across dangerous crossings is a wonder 
of brute intelligence and devotion—of 
higher order than the mechanical eye 
because approaching the human and 
because devoted to saving and serving 
the helpless. The “eye of faith” is of 
spiritual quality and knows no limits 
to the outreach of its vision and of its 
achievements. 


Now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then 
face to face. 1 Corinthians 13: 12. 

Intusions Witt VanisH. ‘Children 
live in a visionary world. So do many 
adult idealists. Better be like a child 
and move in a make-believe world 
where every toy and game brings hap- 
piness than like the “know-it-all” 
pessimist who growls at everything. 
The Christian realist is neither childish 
nor grumpish. He exchanges distorting 
mirrors and dark glasses for Bible re- 
flectors and lenses of faith. With “see- 
ing eye” he looks through the clouds 
and beholds things in the clear light of 
God’s truth and love. 
future with prophetic vision and knows 
that passing riddles will be solved and 
distortions dissipated when “faith be- 
comes sight.” 


This saying was hid from them, and they 
perceived not the things that were said. 
Luke 18: 34. 

SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION NEEDS QUICK- 
ENING. When Jesus foretold His cru- 
cifixion instead of the hoped-for march 
on Rome and Jewish triumph—with the 
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He views the. 


—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


cross accepted and the crown rejected 
—His ambitious followers could not un- 
derstand. Wishful thinking determines 
too much the direction of our sighting. 
We choose our targets too often with- 
out due consideration of hidden snipers 
and surprise attacks. Christ saw the 
lurking powers of darkness and warned 
His disciples of the coming Calvary 
conflict—but He also promised the res- 
urrection triumph. Spiritual percep- 
tion views all phases of the truth and 
of life’s problems, and recognizes the 
presence of God and His invisible 
legions. 


And hearing a multitude going by, he 
inquired what this meant. Luke 18: 26. 

Burnpness Impets Inquiry. Blind 
Bartimaeus,. the beggar by the way- 
side, saw not the beauties of Jericho 
and its environs in the springtime nor 
the throngs upon the busy highway 
carrying the pre-Passover pilgrims, but 
he knew something momentous was 
happening and inquired the meaning of 
the wild enthusiasm. A “blind Tom” 
became a musician and a blind Milton 
a poet because amidst physical darkness 
they were each led by the light of in- 
spiration into wider realms of experi- 
ence and expression as all inspired 
souls may be illumined even though 
deep shadows enshroud them. While 
the multitudes surge past us today may 
we in our blindness seek the meaning 
of their movements and of the crowd- 
ing events about us—and find the solu- 
tion of our quandaries in the divine 
Center of humanity, Jesus! 


Lord, that I may receive my sight! Luke 
18: 41. 

FaitH SEEKS THE Saviour. Reports 
from hospitals tell of almost miraculous 
restorations of the ill and wounded. But 
blindness is a casualty defying the most 


The Lutheran 


skilful surgery. How eagerly the vic- 
tim awaits the removal of the bandage 
from his eyes and asks appealingly, 
“Doctor, will I be able to see?” With 
even greater eagerness the groping 
spirit cries out to God for salvation 
when human help fails. Whether in a 
wholesale blackout when disaster 
threatens or in deep personal gloom, 
faith commits us to a warden, a Sav- 
iour unfailing, to safeguard and lead us 
back to the light and salvation. 


And immediately he received his sight 
and followed him, glorifying God. Luke 
18: 43. 

To SEE Is TO Serve. Canada’s “grand 
old man,” Sir William Muloch, testified 
on his one hundredth birthday that the 
greatest joy in his long and eventful 
life was from service of his fellowmen 


EACH ON DUTY 


—humbly doing deeds of kindness, 
spreading cheer, and speaking words of 
helpfulness. To see one’s duty is to 
kindle the desire to do it. To feel the 
Master’s touch of healing is to rejoice 
in His salvation and to resolve to go 
with Him in the saving way. 


“O Master, let me walk with Thee, 
In lowly paths of service free; 
Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


“Teach me Thy patience, still with Thee 
In closer, dearer company; 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
In trust that triumphs over wrong! 


“In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broad’ning way; 
In peace that only Thou canst give, 

With Thee, O Master, let me live.” Amen. 


Lutheran and Catholic Chaplains Similarly Attentive 


The Washington Post, in a signed article 
of recent date, described relationships in 
Chaplains’ Services as they exist at Arling- 
ton Farms. 

Chaplain Ralph C. Robinson, member 
of the Central Pennsylvania Synod, is the 
Protestant chaplain; the Catholic, Chap- 
lain John J. Byrne. From the story, which 
carries the by-line Robert Tate Allan, we 
quote: 

“The Navy Chaplains’ motto—‘Co-opera- 
tion Without Compromise’—can be well 
applied to Arlington Farms, where a Cath- 
olic and a Protestant chaplain minister to 
7,000 residents, including 300 WAVES. 
Their congregations come from Quarters 
E, F, and G. 

“Protestant Chaplain Ralph C. Robinson, 
who came to his post last August after 
eighteen months in the Pacific, and Cath- 
olic Chaplain John J. Byrne, on release 
from the Cure of Ars Church, Merrick, 
Long Island, get along well in their com- 
mon task of spreading the Good Word, 
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“Both chaplains are highly pleased with 
the response to their services at Arlington 
Farms. The Recreation Hall, with a seating 
capacity of 500, was filled to capacity yes- 
terday for the Protestant service at 11.00 
A. M. and for the Catholic Mass which 
followed. Father Byrne, who came to the 
Farms from the Williamsburg (Va.) Navy 
Chaplains’ School, conducts a daily Mass 
at 5.15 P. M. in the rehearsal room; Sun- 
day masses at 8.30 A. M. and 12 noon in 
the Recreation Hall, and a Mass at 10.00 
A. M. in the SPARS’ barracks. 


Volunteers Given Credit 

“Chaplains Robinson and Byrne both 
asked that their volunteer workers be 
given credit for the success of the spir- 
itual ‘ministry. 

“Conducting services is only one part of 
the chaplains’ tasks at Arlington Farms. 
They conduct funerals in Arlington Ceme- 
tery; officiate at weddings; write next of 

(Continued on page 46) 
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| eros the Dosh 


Tue LUTHERAN is conscious of a de- 
gree of unpreparedness in the churches 
for the Lenten period of 1945 which be- 
gins next Wednesday, February 14. 
The times contain condition8 which 
combine to breed uneasiness. 

The shortness of the season of Epiph- 
any is a handicap; in our Church pro- 
gram of activities, the themes, sermons, 
and special features which are required 
to make the ULCA practically con- 
scious of its Foreign Mission obligations 
cannot be satisfactorily crowded into 
three weeks. Also a matter of regret 
is the earliness of Easter and, of course, 


‘of Palm Sunday which is commonly 


Confirmation Day in a large percent- 
age of our congregations. Catechetical 
instruction is likely to be hurried and 
gaining accessions to the congregation 
limited in results for lack of time. 

Also demanding consideration are the 
unusual conditions, which the President 
of the United States has embraced in 
the phrase, “The Duration.” The gov- 
ernment has repeatedly warned its cit- 
izens that the date of that “uncondi- 
tional surrender” which will be the 
terminus of The Emergency is still be- 
yond announcement. And even after the 
day of final battles, a six months’ period 
has been added to the enlistment period 
of personnel and to the termination of 
contracts for the production of war ma- 
terial. If the Christian citizens of the 
United States and Canada could be able 
to be indifferent to the objectives of 
this struggle, they might also ignore 
their connections with our religion. 
Alive to the issues involved the 
churches must promote the sustenta- 
tion of patience and contribute prin- 
ciples and public sentiment to aid in 
the plans for rehabilitation. 

» Many of these obligations have al- 
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ready been discerned by the Church’s 
leaders. Through these men and women 
encouragement will be given national 
authorities to insist upon the kind of 
peace that will not contain the seeds of 
another world war, but be “enduring.” 

There is no phase of anyone’s daily 
life into which the uncertainties and 
the certainties of the international sit- 
uation do not enter. Pastors, church 
councils, and auxiliaries that engage in 
realizing the Lenten-Easter programs 
of congregations should not seek refuge 
in obscuring the actual conditions of 
these days. 

But the provisions of divine grace 
should have a basic place in both plans 
and activities. Just as there is neces- 
sarily a routine in the home by which 
shelter, meals, clothing, rest, and rec- 
reation are available, so spiritual ‘life 
has its elements that must be constantly 
regarded and ministered to. Visitation 
of the sick, conversation with those 
worried by domestic and other trou- 
bles;—all these, together with mar-. 
riages and funerals must be continued 
as occasions arise. 

But a policy of “business as usual” 
must not be sought. Recognition of spe- 
cial need for help in bearing special 
burdens has a legitimate place in these 


_ weeks ahead. Emotions should be given 


a means of expression. Thereby they 
are relieved. Confidence in the ulti- 
mate triumph of equity and justice 
must pe sustained. It may be neces- 
sary to assure some stricken family or 
some brooding individuals that there 
is a place for patriotism in the favor of 
God. We know that even the supreme 
sacrifices demanded and given by this 
war will not have been in vain. We 
are meeting with God in order to be 
worthy of His continued stewardship. 
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AUTHORITY'S PLACEMENT 
In a brief release by a “Jewish Com- 


- munity Relations Council,” attention of 


. 


church papers was called to January 30, 
1933, the date on which Adolph Hitler 
became Chancellor of the German 
Reich. “By this act,’ we quote from 
the statement, “the Nazi box was 
opened and the evils were not long in 


_ springing out.” Implied in the observa- 


tion is the fable of Pandora’s Box in 
Greek mythology. The writer, a Jew, 
was of course most concerned about 
the effects of the flood of Anti-Semitism 
which the Third Reich encouraged, en- 
abling its hatreds to permeate the en- 
tire German nation and gain active as- 
sent to unrestrained persecution. 

What the document might have 
stated, and what its author no doubt 


believed true, is the effect of the false 


principle of government which has the 
title National Socialism in Germany, 
and Fascism in Italy. Both these sys- 
tems of government claimed to have 
been referred to the citizens of each 
nation and approved by elections duly 
held. On that basis it was asserted that 
the resultant dictatorships were true 
and legitimate forms of civil organiza- 
tion; as accurately the will of the peo- 
ple as are the governments in the 
United States and Canada, which boast- 
fully declare themselves to be democ- 
racies. Indeed, the spokesmen for 
Nazism and Fascism were fond of 
pointing to the inadequacies of the 
Canadian and American governments, 
citing non-participation of the people 
by their failure to vote, the two-party 
system in which the majority had dis- 
proportionate advantages, and the eco- 
nomic regulations—or rather the lack 
of them—which admit of unequal re- 
wards of labor and involve the poor 
in undeserved hardships. Attention was 
given to the failure of the Christian 
religion to make good in equalizing the 
distribution of the products of industry 
and wealth. The Church was described 


as something for the life to come, or 
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as the friend of the rich, or as the dupe 
of politicians. 

While it must be admitted that un- 
employment and other economic evils 
were for a while lessened in Italy and 
Germany, it soon became apparent that 
the concentration of authority in gov- 
ernment and the employment of force 
had substituted persecution for persua- 
sion. In Italy, there was suppression of 
all except government-related associa- 
tions and interference with the freedom 
of citizens. In Germany, Anti-Semitism 
in a form that offered emigration or 
slow death as alternatives which per- 
sons of even very slight Jewish descent 
must confront, was the first demonsira- 
tion of the fallacy inherent in the Hitler 
doctrine of a master race, to whom all 
other folk owed submission. What be- 
gan with ill treatment of the Jews 
spread into the ambition to make all 
Europe into a Hitler-governed regime. 
What energized Nazism was a form of 
lust. Its passion for power has no lim- 
its, thus resembling every false motive. 

National Socialism has _ exhibited 
courage and determination worthy of a 
better fate. Whatever stood in opposi- 
tion to its plans had to be evacuated. 
Even the Christian religion was calmly 
classified among myths and denied 
value to the master race. Thereby 
God's will for the world was defied. 
Defeat has inevitably followed Hitler's 
bold challenge to Christianity's convic- 
tions, especially as they have received 
definition in the democracies of the 
United States and Canada, where the 
challenge was bound to be opposed. 
When resort to war was chosen, then 
the citizens of countries enjoying the 
power and protection of Almighty God 
as He has revealed Himself in the Bible, 
accepted the challenge. The resultant 
conflict is proportionately bitter, but its 
conclusion is that of every attempt to 
suppress Christian doctrines since the 
time of Constantine, Victory over the 
champions of false doctrines or end of 
the state is inevitable. 
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THE -- CH ERCHSS C.LH0-0n LESSON 


THE NEEDS OF MULTITUDES 4y Nathan R. Melrorn 


St. Matthew Tells of Parables and Miracles Witnessed by Crowds 
Matthew 12 and 14. Sunday School Lesson for February 18 


Tae First Gospel, im our English Version of God's revelation of His Som and His 
effers grounds for a faith in Christ which is adequate to save the soul of man from the 
Matthew's point in writing this part of the New Testament im his perception of the 


Kingdom’s spiritual atiributes, their rey- 
elation as a dive plan, and the connec- 
tions whereby man’s sin-broken com- 
munion with his Maker is re-established. 
To this general purpose the whole gospel 
is devoted. But in its several portions one 
discerns the contributory parts to the gen- 
eral plan. 


Public Above Private 

The minisiry of Jesus occasionally was 
directed toward a single person, as for ex- 
ample the interview with Nicodemus. More 
frequently a small group had the privilege 
of His demonstrations of power and wis- 
dom, as when the inner circle of the dis- 
ciples gathered about Him. But often He 
revealed the mission on which the Father 
sent Him to crowds who-gathered io hear 
His discourses. Or when some wonderful 
work of healing was accomplished at His 
command it was done under the gaze of a 
multitude. The gospels’ testimony proves 
that He was not a recluse, who occasion-— 
ally taught a selected few. On the contrary 
He seems to have encouraged the people of 
every class io gather to hear His words 
and observe the miracles He performed. 

This ministry to multitudes has ai least 
three definite forms of significance, tp all 
of which it is reasonable to conclude that 


of our Lord im His responses to human 
needs. His parables and His miracles 
avoided the employment of power where 
it might be in the service of evil He def 
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Miracles in Serving 

Equally benevolent im character are the 
miracles which He performed. They are 
in response io humem dangers, or needs: 
never mere displays for displays sake 
The imcident of the feedimg of the five 
thousand humery folk is as divme in ds— 


collective 
As Peter stated it—“For we have not fol- 
lowed cunningly devised fables.* The mul— 
titudes having heard and seen, were thus © 
compeient io testify. -_ 
There is finally some significance im the 
before Matthew committed to writing what ~ 
he had received by inspiration and told to— 
the muliiiudes to wham he brought the 
gospel which Jesus commended him to 
proclaim. The writers of our gospel did 
not engage im the preparation of “best 
sellers” nor did they put the Word of God 
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in manuscript form in response to some 
passing whim. Back of their records is the 
witnessing of the masses of people who 
saw Him and listened to Him. There was 
no dependence on tricks of magic, nor on 
the employment of psychic authority, ef- 
forts at explanation notwithstanding. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
February 12-18 


M. Value of the Kingdom. Matthew 13: 44-46. 
T. Jesus Feeds the Multitude. Matthew 

14; 13-21. 
W. Rich in Healing Ministry. Matthew 

14: 34-36. 
Th. Rich in Love. Ephesians 3: 14-21. 
F. Growth of the Kingdom. Matthew 13: 31-33. 
Beek Prosperity of the Kingdom. Isaiah 11: 1-9. 


The Son of God Supreme. Hebrews 1: 1-14. 


Personal Evangelism Demonstrated 
Director OSCAR W. CARLSON Proves a Workable Program in Kannapolis, N. C. 


“One of the most thrilling and most suc- 
cessful programs ever witnessed in the 
church!”—was the sentiment widely ex- 
pressed by pastors and laymen alike fol- 
lowing a five-day demonstration of a com- 
prehensive Visitation Evangelism Pro- 
gram in Kannapolis, N. C., under the di- 
rection of Oscar W. Carlson, D.D., Director 
of Evangelism of the United Lutheran 
Church, January 5-9. 

The most outstanding results of this 
demonstration are to be found in the 
newly awakened enthusiasm for personal 
soul-winning among lay men and women 
who had the privilege of taking part in 
this program. 

In the setup of the demonstration, four 
churches in the Kannapolis area par- 
ticipated: Kimball Memorial, Pastor J. L. 
Norris; Bethany, Pastor Earl K. Bodie; 
and the Church of the Redeemer and 
Blackwelder Chapel, Pastor David F. 
Cooper. Plans were made well in advance 
by the three pastors, following as closely 
as possible the suggestions given by the 
Board of Social Missions in its pamphlet, 
“Making Visitation Evangelism Fruitful.” 

A city-wide Religious Survey, spon- 
sored by the Kannapolis Ministerial As- 
sociation, made it possible for the pastors 
to compile a rather comprehensive pros- 
pect roll just prior to the setup of the 
demonstration. An initial contact was made 
with each of the prospects, and the pastors 
then prepared individual prospect cards, 
with the name and pertinent information 
concerning each one, to be used by the 
visitors, 

Lay workers were hand picked from the 
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participating congregations and a_ brief 
study of the Board of Social Missions 
booklet, “Reaching for Them,” was made. 

The demonstration program began on 
Friday evening, January 5, at a supper 
meeting in Kimball Memorial Church, with 
75 workers and visitors present, and ended 
Tuesday night, January 9. Supper meet- 
ings were held each of the five nights ex- 
cept Sunday. 

Only the highest praise can be given to 
Dr. Carlson for his consecrated presenta- 
tion of the ways, and means of personal 
evangelism. At the opening session, he held 
the attention of his audience for almost 
two hours, as he laid the groundwork for 
the actual visitation of prospects. On the 
following four nights, the workers were 
sent out to make actual visits following 
the supper and a brief period of instruc- 
tion by the Director. 

Cold as statistics usually are, the figures 
compiled just preceding the last visitation, 
covering a three-day period, seem to be 
alive with hope and inspiration, and come 
as a result of prayer and devoted Chris- 
tian witnessing. 

The tabulation shows that 62 workers, 
divided into 31 pairs, made around 98 calls, 
contacting around 205 people. They re- 
ceived 89 favorable decisions, including 68 
men and women who promised to attend 
a series of heart-to-heart talks on “The 
Christian Way of Truth and Life,” being 
given by the pastors of each of the 
churches, and 21 who desired letters of 
transfer immediately. The workers recom- 
mended that 60 of the number visited be 

(Continued on page 45) 
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ky mos ohn Weaver 


Bringing Christ to the World 
This Means Me—Mark 1:16-20 


How can we be made to realize’our per- 
sonal responsibility for “bringing Christ to 
the world?” The first century Christians 
understood. Every Christian was the cen- 
ter of propaganda for Christ. Let one ser- 
vant in a Roman household become a 
Christian, and the contagion was likely to 
run through the whole house. This is true 
in our foreign missions. The converts there 
feel the joy of telling the “Old, old story 
of Jesus and His love.” What is the matter 
with us? We have a background of Chris- 
tianity stretching far into our family his- 
tories. We accept the Gospel for what it 
brings us of peace of mind and heart. In- 
stead, we should feel the power of Christ’s 
love generating in us desire and longing 
for the souls of our neighbors. 


Cheap Religion 

Our faith has not cost us enough. Those 
four fishermen who were called by Jesus 
along the shore of Galilee “left all and fol- 
lowed Him.” It may not occur to us that 
“all” meant anything to those Galilean 
peasants. Well, fishing was a good busi- 
ness. It kept their homes and families. It 
gave them standing in their community. 

“All” meant to them just about what our 


business or profession, our place in our” 


communities, our living, our future and 
ambitions mean to us. It meant that the 
whole plan of their lives was changed. 
They would even face the amusement and 
mockery of their neighbors. “Impractical 
fools” they would say, “leaving all to fol- 
low this dreamy idealist from Nazareth!” 

The four understood that nothing worth 
having is ever cheap. We have to buy our 
faith for ourselves. It cannot be inherited 


.like a farm, or bonds. Even money will 
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not buy our place in the retinue of Christ. 
It is all or nothing, for Him or against Him, 
gathering with Him or scattering. We had 
better think this through. 


Following Him 

We are not to think there was anything 
calculating about their choice. They did 
not inventory their losses—two boats, six 
nets, so much for business good will, so 
much for position and prospects! The 
fact is, they did not think of their losses 
at all. They were too absorbed in Christ. 
The radiance of His winsome personality 
swept them off their feet. “Never man so 
spake.” To be with Him in day and night 
fellowship seemed such a glorious adven- 
ture that nothing else was worth consider- 
ing. 

Love is like that. It requires no annual 
inventory. It has no arithmetic. To love, 
in the divine sense, is to become so ab- 
sorbed in another that all thought of per- 
sonal gain is lost. Now these four apostles 
did not love like that all the time. They 
were human, and there were times when 
personal ambitions crept in. But love was 
reaching for their hearts, and in Christ’s 
presence earthly ambitions died easily. 
When their love for -Him was strongest, 
their sacrifice for Him was most self-for- 
getful. j 

Dr. G. A. Johnston-Ross, who used to 
be a favorite conference speaker at North- 
field, once wrote: “To belong to the kernel 
of the Church consists not in resting in the 
Apostles’ Creed, nor in any book—not even 
the Bible—but in first of all looking Jesus 
in the face and trusting Him. We will 
look any minister in the face, or any book, 
but postpone to the last looking Jesus in 
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the face.” Allowing for some extravagance 
in statement, here is the heart of the whole 
matter. We will know our personal re- 
sponsibility for “bringing the world to 
Christ” in the measure that we “leave all 
to follow Him.” 


My Share 

No one writing in THe LuTHERAN could 
be expected to mark out for you your 
share in the task of evangelism. Perhaps 
God wants you in full-time Christian serv- 
ice, perhaps as a lay man or lay woman. 
The great question is whether- you are 
willing to serve where He opens the way. 

More than that, obedience to Him de- 
mands intelligent grasp of the program of 
the Kingdom. You should be concerned to 
know how the church is organized to meet 
the needs of the world. Certainly you will 
want to know just what part in this pro- 
gram you can take. 


Pastoral Changes 


In Ministerium of Pennsylvania 

The Rev. J. W. Dean, formerly pastor 
of All Saints’ Church, Kulpmont, Pa., was 
installed as pastor of the Freeburg Parish 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania Jan- 
uary 7. 


The Rev. Thilo Gorr resigned October 
29 as pastor of Dreifaltigkeit Church, 
Camden, N. J., and retired from the active 
ministry. 


The Rev. William Lobsien, a member of 
the Synod of the Midwest, took up his 
duties as pastor of Zion Church, Harris- 
burg, Pa., December 3. : 


The Rev. Luther H. Vogel resigned as 
pastor of the Indianland Parish to become 
pastor of St. John’s~ Church, Richland- 
town, Pa., January 1. 


The Rev. William Elbert, Jr., resigned as 
associate pastor of St. Stephen’s Church, 
Wilmington, Del., to accept a call to Incar- 
nation Church, Pa., and will be installed 
in his new pastorate February 18. 
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“Tf you cannot cross the ocean, 
And heathen lands explore, 
You can find the heathen nearer, 
You can help them at your door.” 

We have lost the sense of peril for men 
without Christ. “He that hath not Christ 
hath not life.” (1 John 5: 12.) That means 
that our neighbors without Christ are dead. 
They are dead in trespasses and sin. We 
read of one great missionary who was led 
to volunteer by a dream in which he saw 
multitudes, their faces looking at him in 
agony and accusation, being pushed over 
the edge of a great cliff. He seemed to 
hear a voice saying, “You might have 
saved some of these.” Once we see the 
plight of the soul without Christ in its 
true light, we will find our place and take 
it in the program of world evangelization. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, February 18. 

Next, Shifting Populations in Our Church. 


The Rev. Robert M. Heiberger resigned 
as pastor of the Quakake Parish to take 
up his duties at St. John’s Church, Shen- 
andoah, Pa., January 16. 


In Indiana Synod 

The Rev. Milton P. Englehardt, Saginaw, 
Mich., has accepted a call to the Nappanee 
Parish of the Indiana Synod, effective Jan- 
uary 15. This parish has been vacant for 
considerably over a year. 


The Rev. Thomas B. Kline, associate 
pastor of Trinity Church, Akron, Ohio, has 
accepted the call to become pastor of St. 
Mark’s Church, Indianapolis, Ind., effec- 
tive April 15. Mr. Kline has served eight 
years in Akron as associate with Dr. 
Franklin C. Fry, now President of the 
United Lutheran Church in America. 


The Rev. William L. Pifer has accepted a 
call to full-time service for Pleasant View 
Lutheran Church, Indianapolis, Ind., ef- 
fective January 1. He has been serving both 
Ebenezer and Pleasant View congregations 
for more than two years. Ebenezer is now 
looking for a full-time pastor. 
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BOOKS 


Understand and Enjoy 


The Bible and the Common Reader. By Mary Ellen Chase. Macmillan. 316 pages. $2.50. 
Mary Exten Cuass, the author of a number of well-known novels, has given us in 
this an interpretation of the Bible as literature. Her aim is to help the common reader 
to approach the Bible in such a way as to enjoy it as well as to understand it. Part I 
presents several introductory chapters on the nature of the Bible, the value of the King 


James version, the history of sthe He- 
brews and their racial and literary char- 
acteristics. In Part II she presents the dif- 
ferent types of literature in the Old Testa- 
ment. There are only fifty-four pages in 
Part III, which is devoted to a selection of 
books of the New Testament. Her style 
has literary charm and winsomeness. The 
content is never dull, always vital. 

“The book makes no claim to profound 
scholarship,” says the author in her fore- 
word. She has, however, accepted the 
constructive values of Biblical criticism. 
The conservative Lutheran reader may be 
offended by some of her views. They may 
even be stumbling blocks in the enjoyment 
and appreciation of Miss Chase’s book. Her 
point of view and her defense may best 
be indicated by quoting her: “The time 
has surely passed when to know and to 
love the Bible one must accept the purely 
legendary as intrinsic and literal truth or 
confuse history with fiction. The researches 
of the historians, the critics, and the arche- 
ologists have clarified and strengthened 
rather than injured the imperishable ma- 
terial upon which they have worked. In 
taking away, they have rebuilt; in clarify- 
ing, they have illuminated. Much may be 


lost, but to the seeker after truth more . 


remains. For it is the Spirit that maketh 
rich, and that Spirit is inviolable and im- 
mortal.” 

Of her own love for the Bible there can 
be no doubt in the mind of the unprej- 
udiced reader. We may not fully agree 
with her views of the Scriptures, but we 
cannot fail to be benefited through this 
book by the enrichment of our apprecia- 
tion of the beauty and majesty of the 
Bible. Ernest J. Hon. 
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Great Collection 


Treasury of Great Sermons. Selected by 
Daniel A. Poling. Greenberg. 198 pages. 
$1.50. 


Dan Potine has done a good job of se- 
lecting these twenty-five historic sermons 
and in his own biographical notes intro- 
ducing each sermon. His selection begins 
with the Sermon on the Mouni and four 
others by such well-known preachers as 
Isaiah, Paul, and Peter. 

The collection contains such historic ser- 
mons as the Venerable Bede’s “Meeting of 
Mercy and Justice”; St. Francis of Assisi’s 
“Sermon to the Birds”; John Calvin’s “En- 
during Persecution for Christ”; Bishop 
Butler’s “Upon the Social Nature of Man”; 
Jonathan Edward’s “Sinners in the Hand 
of an Angry God”; Henry Drummond’s 
“Greatest Thing in the World”; Horace 
Bushnell’s “Unconscious Influence”; F. W. ., 
Robertson’s “Three Crosses on Calvary”; 
Thos. Chalmers’ “Expulsive Power of a 
New Affection”; Henry Ward Beecher’s 
“War and Peace”; Spurgeon’s “Everybody’s 
Sermon”; Moody’s “Good News”; Phillips 
Brooks’ “Candle of the Lord”; and Martin 
Niemoller’s “God is My Fuehrer.” In- 
cluded in the list also are sermons by such 
well-known modern preachers as. Fosdick 
and Buttrick, Wm. Lloyd Imes and Nor- 
man Vincent Peale, Cardinal O’Connell 
and Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, and our own 
beloved Frederick H. Knubel. 

Dr. Knubel’s sermon on Titus 2: 14 is 
entitled “Proof of Divine Purpose,” and 
shows how God’s one increasing purpose 
through the ages has been man’s redemp- 
tion from sin. The sermon by Niemoller, 
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whom Dr. Poling calls “the greatest hero— 
if not martyr—of the modern Christian 
Church, is entitled “God is My Fuehrer,” 
and is based on Matthew 5:13, “Ye are 
the salt of the earth.” Dean Inge should 


hear these words of this great Lutheran 


sermon; “The Gospel must remain the 
Gospel; the Church must remain the 
Church; the Creed must remain the Creed; 
Evangelical Christians must remain Evan- 
gelical Christians. And we must not—for 
heaven’s sake—make a German Gospel out 


of the Gospel; we must not—for heaven’s 


sake—make a German Church out of 
Christ’s Church; we must not—for God's 
sake—make German Christians out of 
Evangelical Christians!” 

Dr. Poling has done the whole Christian 
Church a great service by including in his 
Treasury of Great Sermons such a gem 
of historic preaching as this “voice crying 


in the wilderness” of Nazi paganism which 
_ itself is worth the price of the book. 


Atyrin E, BELL. 


Stubborn Faith 


The Constant Fire. By Allan Knight Chalmers. 
Scribner. 172 pages. $2. 

Tus indeed is a book for our day! The 
title of the book tells us why. “The Con- 
stant Flame” is Jesus. “A Stubborn Faith 
for This Day,” the subtitle, describes the 
nature and message of the book. Our day 
needs a stubborn faith which refuses to 


_ give in to hopelessness, and such a faith 


ee 


must be constant. In the words of the 
author, the purpose of the book is “to 
phrase this great need for a stubborn faith 
and to give the means by which the flame 
is kept alight.” 

To accomplish this aim, the book is 
divided into three parts. In the first, “The 
Flame that is Jesus,” the author points out 
where we need faith, such as faith in God, 
man Jesus, the Church. The second part, 
“The Human Situation,” is an analysis of 
man’s present predicament. Jesus is the 


answer to the practical situations we face 


daily. “The Marks of a Christian” is the 
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title of the third part. It is the active, 
challenging part of the book. A Christian 
is one who is not afraid, who refuses to 
compromise with the world, who is forever 
discontent with anything less than perfec- 
tion, who suffers innocently because of in- 
justices, to whom Jesus means everything. 
The book, written in a very readable 
style and well illustrated with literary ref- 
erences and life situations, strengthens 
one’s personal faith. And who does not 
need that today? JoHN R. BROKHOFF. 


Three Books of Verse 


Between Eternities. By Grace Nol! Crowell. 
Harper. 56 pages. $1. 
In This Our Day. By Edith Lovejoy Pierce. 
Harper. 71 pages. $1.50. 
Nevertheless. By Marianne Moore. 


millan. 14 pages. $1.25. 

Tuese little volumes of current poetry 
have much to recommend them to lovers 
of verse, for they are different, delightful, 
and uplifting, and they sound a new note 
in our war-torn world. 

Mrs. Pierce’s poems are dedicated to her 
friend, Toyohiko Kagawa, that great and 
lonely Japanese Christian, whom she calls 
Poet and Saint. She finds many things that 
are dim and dark in this our troubled day, 
but she bids us hold fast to the great 
verities and to look upward to “the city 
set upon a hill.” Mrs. Crowell’s heart- 
warming lyrics and lovely sonnets help us 
to acquire a philosophy of life as we stand 
between two eternities, and to learn that 
“Out of the peace and quiet of an hour 

Alone with God, may come a wealth so 
great 

That any heart can find a hidden power 

Undreamed of hitherto . . .” 

Miss Moore, writing in typical twentieth- 
century versification, gives us an uncon- 
ventional picture of the passing world, 
shows the mind is “an enchanted thing,” 
and finally asserts her faith in these lines: 

“Beauty is everlasting 
and dust is for a time.” 
Joun D. M. Brown. 
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A Chaplain's Comment 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

Your September 13 edition of THe Lu- 
THERAN has just reached me and I hap- 
pened upon the article “A Corporal” un- 
der the page entitled “In the World’s Eye” 
by Julius F. Seebach. This article spoke 
of a Catholic Mass being conducted in 
Normandy while the Protestants were 
made to work. A lieutenant was then re- 
ported to have said that the Protestants 
“don’t care so much about it.” The article 
went on to speak of the present Protestant 
neglect being a sorry reversal from its 
historical position of the Reformation, 
when religious services were a distinguish- 
ing mark of the Protestant faith. 

May I, as a chaplain who has served 
overseas for nearly two years, setting foot 
now in my eighth country, voice a warn- 
ing against single statements of individuals 
being accepted as the general truth of con- 
ditions throughout the army? We warn 
our soldiers again and again against ru- 
mors in general, and battlefield rumors in 
particular. These are usually started by a 
single statement such as the one in ques- 
tion here. The world has not changed even 
in these times from giving ear more gen- 
erously to unhappy statements and unde- 
sirable incidents rather than to turn and 
hear the good. 

It has been the experience in our regi- 
ment, and in many other units which I 
personally have served because of their 
proximity to my bivouac or have known 
of being served by other chaplains, that 
many more Protestant services are con- 
ducted than are numbers of Catholic 
Masses said. The very nature of the cir- 
cumstance of these services makes this 
true. There are two Protestant chaplains 
and one Catholic chaplain to each regi- 
ment. The priest usually establishes a cen- 
tral point where his mass will be said, or 


32 


he may make available a village church — 
where all surrounding units will then — 
gather to hear the Mass. We Protestant — 
chaplains, because of the simpler needs of | 
our service, will often take only our Bibles | 
under our arm and go off to each separate | 
unit and conduct a small service. To min- — 
ister to one particular unit—as my bat- 
talion for’ example—I have conducted five — 
services on one day, while one Mass was — 
read at the same time for the Catholic men — 
by a visiting priest chaplain. ; 

This was also cur experience in Iceland. 
Throughout the week we went from one 
gun battery to another conducting serv- 
ices for an anti-aircraft battalion, while - 
one central location was designated for a 
Catholic Mass. This is true throughout the | 
large portion of the army which I have | 
contacted, the schedule of services being | 
similarly conducted by all chaplains. 

The Protestant chaplain is not strictly _ 
a pastor in the army. We are missionaries, - 
often preaching the Gospel from beneath 
a tree while the men are seated on the 
ground around us. We preach standing 
beside a manger while the men are seated 
in the open spaces of a barn. We have 
preached with our head touching the raft- 
ers of a basement while the men sat on 
the earthen floor. We have preached facing 
a hillside while the men sat facing us on 
its slope. We have preached from a kitchen 
entrance ‘while the men sat at the mess 
hall tables. It is often like going out into 
the wilderness to preach to the dwellers | 
there, as the missionary goes out to the) 
settlements to bring the Word to them 
there, and not have them come to him. 

Let us again, especially in leading pub- 
lications of the Church, speak from general 
authority and not from single statements; 
of isolated incidents. | 

Sincerely, _ 
Gweon E. WIcK, 
Chaplain, U. S. Army, 
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3 Mississippi Chines 


“Firsts” in ULCA’s Smallest Synod 
By H. Brent ScHAEFFER 


Worxine on the calendar year basis the 
| Mississippi Synod has again met all benev- 
 olent allotments in full—paying the United 
_ Lutheran Church quota in full for the fifth 
‘consecutive year. But the “smallest” synod 
had “lots” of company in 1944, quite a few 
synods having met 1944 ULCA benev- 
‘olence in full. Like most of the other 
synods, the Mississippi Synod overpaid its 
Lutheran World Action quota. At a re- 
cent meeting all pastors of the synod ac- 
cepted the 125 percent ULCA apportion- 
ment for 1945 and the Lutheran World 
Action quotas for their parishes. 

Synod also expects to hold its place at 
_ the top of synods in number of subscribers 
to Tue LurHERAN per confirmed member. 

And how about three more “firsts” for 
the smallest synod? 

1. Ninety percent of congregations paid 
benevolence for 1944 in full, 40 percent 
overpaying. 

_ 2. With a benevolence quota 60 percent 
higher than in 1944, St. John’s congrega- 
tion, Louisville, the Rev. C. L. Irwin pas- 
tor, paid its 1945 apportionment by Jan- 
wary 1, 1945. 

_ 3. Trinity congregation, Jackson, gave 
_ $73 per communing member during 1944. 
_ The average per communing member dur- 
ing the past four years in contributions 
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is $65. This congregation is about up to 
the average for the Church of the 
Nazarenes! 


The Louisville Parish has made fine 
membership and financial progress during 
the past few years. The salary is nearly 
double what it was six years ago. The 
daily vacation Bible school at St. John’s 
is the largest in the synod. If equal prog- 
ress is made in the next two years, this 
parish will become self-supporting. 


Grace Church, Laurel, has become fully 
and efficiently organized under the lead- 
ership of the Rev. E. T. Beaver. 


The Rev. J. O. Glenn, Columbus, Miss., 
made a visitation during the fall of all 
congregations, presenting the Christian 
practice of daily devotions and tithing as 
a measure of stewardship. 


Providence Congregation, Burns, lost a 
devoted “pioneer” member by death dur- 
ing the Christmas holidays. She was Mrs. 
Latitia Caughman Muckelrath, the Rev. 
John W. Mangum’s wife’s mother, who had 
just celebrated her eighty-seventh birth- 
day. This congregation has another mem- 
ber, Noah Swygert, who has celebrated 
his ninety-seventh birthday. 

The Burns Parish is working toward 
the building of a new parsonage. Some 
years ago the parsonage was destroyed by 
fire just a month after it was built. 


Delegates to the United Lutheran 
Church, the Rev. E. T. Beaver and Mr. 
George Mori, visited all 
congregations of the synod 
with the post-convention 
message. 


St. John's Church and 
Parsonage, Louisville, Miss., 
the Rev. C. L. Irwin pastor 
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Inner Mission Activities, Anniversaries and Brotherhood Happenings 


Under the auspices of the Inner Mission 
Committee of the Wilkes-Barre Confer- 
ence, the pastors of the Scranton area are 
setting up a schedule whereby every out- 
of-town as well as resident Lutheran pa- 
tient in the city’s several hospitals will be 
visited by a Lutheran pastor. These con- 
tacts, with the assistance of the hospital 
authorities, who are more than willing to 
co-operate, will be made within twenty- 
four or forty-eight hours after hospitaliza- 
tion. Each pastor is responsible for two or 
more hospitals within his immediate neigh- 
borhood. Another pastor is responsible for 
Juvenile Court work and County Jail vis- 
itation. 

G. H. Bechtold, D.D., executive secre- 
tary of the Board of Inner Missions of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania, is conduct- 
ing a visitation of the churches of the 
Seranton area during the month of Feb- 
ruary, preaching at morning and evening 
services on the nature and needs, the chal- 
lenge and opportunities of Inner Mission 
work. 

December 20 and 21 Christmas greeting 
eards were distributed to all the natients 
in the Hazleton State Hospital in the name 
of the Lutheran churches of the Hazleton 
area. The cards were prepared by the 
women of the churches in the region. 


Anniversaries 

Trinity Church, West Hazleton, cele- 
brated December 10 the fifth anniversary 
of the dedication of their new church. At 
the anniversary service the congregation 
gathered in $2,300. This offering was $300 
in excess of the amount needed to pay off 
the remaining debt on the church. J. J. 
Neudoerffer, D.D., is pastor of the congre- 
gation. 


The Rev. J. R. Shuster recently cele- 
brated the seventeenth anniversary of his 
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By G. Epwarp KNapp 


pastorate at St. John’s Church, St. John’s, 
Pa. The occasion was made doubly joyful 
by the fact that the pastor’s son, Joseph W. 
Shuster, had just returned home after the 
completion of a tour of duty as a bomber 
pilot flying over Europe. 


Sunday, February 11, is the date of the 
annual pulpit exchange among the pastors 
of Wilkes-Barre. This year the co-operat- 
ing pastors will preach on the cause of 
Home Missions, in line with the current, 
synod-wide emphasis upon this phase of 
mission work. 


Worship services are being held in our 
Carbon County churches on the first 
Wednesday of every month to which the 
families of service men and women are 
particularly invited. A litany prepared by 
the Common Service Book Committee is 
used at each service. 


Brotherhood Dinner 

The annual dinner of the Brotherhood of 
St. John’s, Scranton, Robert Miller, pres- 
ident, was held January 15, with 130 men, 
representing six churches of the area, in 
attendance. Mr. Frederick E. Gerlock, of 
the host church, was toastmaster and the 
Rev. G. Edward Knapp of St. Peter's, 
Seranton, spoke on the theme, “What’s a 
Day Worth?” Attention was called to the 
seventy-seven men and women of the host 
congregation serving in the armed forces 
of the nation and for forty-five seconds: 
all present engaged in silent prayer to God: 
for their preservation and safe return. 


Announcement was made of the Lu- 
theran Men’s Rally to be held at St. Peter's, 
Seranton, February 12, with the Rev. 
Harner R. Middleswarth of St. John’s, 
Seranton, as speaker. He will use as his’ 
theme, “The Church Looks to and Works 
for Peace.” 


The Lutheran 


St. Mark’s, Wilkes-Barre, the Rev. W. A. 
E. Schewe pastor, installed two heaters in 
the Sunday school in January at a cost of 
$290. 


Messiah, Wilkes-Barre, the Rev. Peter 
Dexnis pastor, has installed fluorescent 
lights in the basement. The use of a 
Jehoiada’s Chest brings in $30 to $100 
monthly for debt reduction. 


St. Luke’s, Archbald, the Rev. E. O. 
Steigerwalt pastor, sponsored a congrega- 
tional Luther Day Dinner in the church on 
Luther’s birthday. Prof. L. F. Brunner of 
the Carbondale High School was the prin- 
cipal speaker. 


Encouraging Reports 

St. Mark’s, Scranton, the Rev. John A. 
Kaercher pastor, reports a more than 
doubled attendance at its congregational 
meeting held January 17, due in large part 
to a congregational banquet preceding the 
meeting. A feature of this meeting was the 
reading of a letter of appreciation and good 
wishes from Franklin C. Fry, D.D., re- 
ceived in response to the congregation’s 
congratulatory telegram to Dr. Fry on the 
occasion of his installation as president of 
the United Lutheran Church. The congre- 
gation voted to guarantee payment in full 
of its Lutheran World Action quota and 
apportioned benevolence for 1945. This 
congregation recently organized a Junior 
Choir for boys and girls from 10 to 14 
years of age under the personal direction 
of Pastor Kaercher. Another new venture 
is the distribution of “Coin-a-meal” boxes, 
the contents of which are collected about 
once every six weeks by a committee of 
volunteer canvassers. The first collection 
netted $246. 


At the annual congregational meeting of 
Christ Church, Scranton, the Rev. Gerald 
J. Jacoby pastor, a very sincere tribute of 
appreciation was paid to Mr. William Piehl, 
upon his retiring as church councilman 
after thirty-seven years of faithful service. 
Announcement was made that a debt of 
$1,200, incurred in the purchase of a prop- 
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erty to the rear of the church, will be paid 
in full by the end of January. 


For the first time in its history, St. 
Peter’s, Scranton, the Rev. G. Edward 
Knapp pastor, has paid its apportioned 
benevolence in full. Over a period of four 
years, while apportioned benevolence re- 
ceipts have risen from $450 to $1,227, debt 
reduction receipts have increased from 
$573 to $5,000, proving the old adage that 
the more we give to others the more we 
have for ourselves. In this same period, 
the communing membership has risen from 
216 to 313. This congregation also paid 140 
percent of its Lutheran World Action 
quota for 1944. At the January meeting 
of the Church School Association, a copy 
of Moffatt’s translation of the Bible was 
presented to Mr. William Armbrust in ap- 
preciation of his eighteen years of faithful 
service as secretary of the association. 


A New Mission in 
Fort Wayne 


Unver the direction of the Board of 
American Missions in co-operation with 
the Mission Board of the Indiana Synod, 
a mission congregation will soon be es- 
tablished in the southwest section of Fort 
Wayne, Ind. The preliminary survey of 
this area, under the direction of Pastor. 
John G. Frank, assisted by Pastors Ogle, 
Westenbarger, Seng, Stevenson, Heine and 
Elder, revealed an excellent list of pros- 
pects. The Board of American Missions 
has called Mr. Marcus Otterbein, a senior 
at the Chicago Lutheran Seminary, who 
will graduate in February, and has as- 
signed him to this field. Mr. Otterbein will 
do some preliminary work over the week- 
ends until he can be on the field about 
the middle of February. 

Another mission will be opened in the 
northeast section of Fort Wayne just as 
quickly as a pastor is available. The Board 
of American Missions has a shortage of 
more than fifty pastors. 

—Indiana Synod’s Bulletin. 
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Lutheran Service Center and Group Co-operation Aid Activities 


ProBABLy the smallest of any of the 
chapels in our Lutheran Service Centers is 
the one at 17 West Franklin Street, Balti- 
more, Maryland. However, it has proven a 
real blessing to many of our service men 
and women for their weddings, baptisms, 
communion and private devotion. 


The chapel is the heart of our Center, 


and the services rendered here seek to . 


help all those who enter to feel the presence 
of God and His goodness, as symbolized 
by the shining Cross. 


Emmanuel Church is holding “Anniver- 
sary Services.” These services are in con- 
nection with the thirtieth anniversary of 
the pastor, the Rev. Charles J. Hines, as of 
December 3, 1944, and the fortieth anniver- 
sary of the congregation, May 6, 1945. 


St. John’s Church, Sparrows Point, was 
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By J. Frank Fire 


filled to overflowing at the dedication of 
the Honor Shield. The shield was carried 
into the chancel by C. Donald Fisher, one 
of St. John’s service men. A picture of this 
shield, together with a picture of the ex- 
terior of the church will be sent to each 
member of St. John’s in the armed forces. 
St. John’s also reports that the exterior 
of the church has been painted, a Brother- 
hood organized, and new choir pews ded- 
icated in memory of Mrs. Rose M. Puller. 
Pastor Howard Ritterpusch was the re- 
cipient of a sterling silver cross, a gift from 
his adult confirmation class. 


Inner Mission Society Sponsors Religious 
Education at McDonough 

For the second year the religious train- 
ing project is proving successful. School 
is held one hour each Monday. Eighty-five 
Lutheran boys are privileged to receive 
instruction. The following are assisting 
in teaching: Pastors H. L. Rhodes, V. 
Weissert, J. Peaslee, Fred Eckert, John C. 
Stuff, Mrs. Katheryn Orso and Dr. James 
Oosterling. 


Holy Comforter experimented with the 
“Every Member Visitation in Reverse.” 
The congregation was divided into ten 
geographical groups, each headed by one 
of the councilmen. These groups were in- 
vited to come to the church for a fellow- 
ship dinner, for an explanation of the 
church program and needs by the pastor, 
and to receive the 1945 offering envelopes. 
The response to this program was gratify- 
ing. This setup will be used for other 
projects during the year. Dr. P. S. 
Baringer spoke at the annual congrega- 
tional meeting January 14. 


Navy Christmas Party 
More than 200 underprivileged children 
between the ages of eight and sixteen were 
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the guests of the United States Navy at 
Christmas parties held aboard eight ships 
which were in Baltimore harbor on Christ- 
mas Day. The request of the Navy Port 
Director for these children was presented 
to the Department of Christian Social Re- 
lations of the Maryland-Delaware Coun- 
cil of Churches, which obtained the co- 
operation of various churches in the con- 
gested areas of the city in providing needy 


- children and transportation for them to 


and from the ships. 

For three hours on Christmas Day the 
Navy acted as hosts to these children. 
They were conducted through the ships, 
given gifts, and served a delicious turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings. The chil- 
dren were most enthusiastic in expressing 
their thanks for a happy and pleasant day. 
Many of them stated that it was the best 
Christmas they had ever had. 


Christian Evensong 

The Radio Commission of the Council of 
Churches is sponsoring Christian Even- 
song, broadcast over WITH each Sunday 
evening, 9.30-10.00 o’clock. The program 
is conducted by ministers of different 
It was launched shortly before 
Christmas and will continue through 
Easter. Dr. Lloyd M. Keller, president of 
the Maryland Synod, conducted the serv- 
ice Sunday evening, January 21. The 
many responses indicate that the program 
is well received. 


The Pre-Lenten Retreat 

of the Maryland Synod will be held in 
Augsburg Church, the Rev. Fred Eckert 
pastor, February 12. In connection with 
the retreat, a service of Ordination and 
Licensure will be held. Those to be licensed 
or ordained are Edward R. Bley, Raymond 
C. Myers, David E. Thomas, Harold J. 
Whetstone and Morris Zumbrun. 


Edward R. Bley, a member of Calvary 
Church, is pastor-elect at Zion Church, 
Washington, D. C. He will be installed by 
President Lloyd M. Keller February 25. 
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His pastor, the Rev. James C. Powers, will 
deliver the charge to the pastor. 


Raymond C. Myers, a member. of St. 
Paul’s Church, has been called to become 
assistant pastor at the Frederick Lutheran 
Church. 


David E. Thomas, member of Third 
Church and son of Dr. M. Edwin Thomas, 
has been called as a clerical member of 
the staff of the Federal Council of 
Churches, Washington, D. C. 


The Rev. Russell Crouse, pastor of Mes- 
siah Church, recently addressed the Lu- 
theran Ministers’ Association on “Pastoral 
Counseling.” Dr. P. S. Baringer will ad- 
dress the next meeting on “Pastoral 
Practices.” 


Pottstown Church Debt Free 


Pottstown, Pa. Emmanuel Church, the 
Rev. Luther A. Krouse pastor, is now free 
of debt. Thirteen years ago when Pastor 
Krouse came to the field Emmanuel’s debt 
was $82,000. (In 1929 a Sunday school 
building had been erected and improve- 
ments had been made to the church edifice 
at a cost of $125,000.) More than half of 
the $82,000 was raised through a Penny-a- 
Meal campaign which was launched back 
in 1935 when the economic depression was 
at its worst. In 1944 alone $16,500 was 
raised, so that on January 1 of this year 
the congregation was completely out of 
debt. 

A service of Thanksgiving was held Jan- 
uary 14, at which time all notes were 
burned by Ammon G. Romich, a member 
of church council for forty-three years, 
and John W. LeVeille, treasurer of the 
congregation. A “Victory” banquet was 
held Wednesday evening, January 17. 
Judge James F. Henninger, president 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of 
Lehigh County, was guest speaker. 

Emmanuel’s baptized membership is now 
2,100; 1,500 are confirmed, of whom 1,300 
communed in 1944; 262 men and women 
are in the armed services. 
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Epiphany Emphasis, Pastoral 
Changes and Women’s Work 


By Rosert H. HEINE 


More than forty pastors of the Indiana 
Synod have conducted Schools of Missions 
in their parishes during the Epiphany Sea- 


When in 
Baltimore visit 


TRINITY 


Lutheran Church 
2100 W. Baltimore St. 


Two blocks west from 
Highway No. 1 on Balti- 
more Street Car No. 15 
from the center of the 
city direct to the church. 


P. S. Baringer, D.D., 
Pastor 


SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:45 A. M. 


A Cordial Welcome to All 


When in the Nation’s Capital Visit 


LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 


“The Church at the Luther Monument” 
Thomas Circle, 14th and N Sts., N. W. 


Sunday School for All Ages at 9:45 
The Morning Service at 11:00 
Luther Leagues at 6:30 P. M. 

The Bible Hour, 8 P. M. 


L. Ralph Tabor, Pastor 


Welcome to Los Angeles, California 


THE FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3119 W. Sixth Street 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, D.D., Pastor 
In the heart of the Wilshire district. 
Morning Worship, 11.00 O’clock. 
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son. An alert and active synodical For- 
eign Missions Committee, headed by the 
Rev. Robert H. Daube, pastor of Holy 
Trinity Church, South Bend, mailed spe- 
cial announcements and literature to the 
leaders and officers of the participating 
congregations. Some congregations con- 
ducted schools in 1944. Twelve parish 
schools were conducted by Dr. and Mrs. 
C. K. Lippard, veteran missionaries from 
Japan. 


Women's Work 

The minutes of the twenty-fifth annual 
convention of the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety of the Indiana Synod have just come 
off press. The convention was held at St. 
Paul’s Church, Richmond, Ind., A. H. Keck, 
D.D., pastor, last October. The reports 
show increases in all phases of the So- 
ciety’s work. The Life and In Memoriam 
shower has been reported as a “cloud- 
burst,” with 82 Life Memberships and 15 
In Memoriams. 

Mrs. J. A. Swihart of St. Luke’s, Ft. 
Wayne, and Miss Hilda Weaver of St. 
Mark’s, Auburn, were re-elected president 
and vice-president respectively. Other 
officers are: Mrs. Robert H. Heine, St. 
Andrew’s, Speedway, recording secretary; 
Miss Meta Fellerman, St. Paul’s, Bates- 
ville, statistical secretary; Mrs. G. C. Goer- 
ing, St. Luke’s, Logansport, treasurer. 


Pastoral Changes 

There are some new faces in the synod. 
The Rev. Milton P. Englehardt of Saginaw, 
Mich., has accepted a call to the Nappanee 
Parish, effective the middle of January. 
The Rev. Wade D. Yount of Hickory, N. C., 
is the new pastor of Christ Church, Evans- 
ville, and has been on the field for several 
months. The Rev. Thomas B. Kline, asso- 
ciate pastor of Trinity Church, Akron, Ohio, 
will become the pastor of St. Mark’s 
Church, Indianapolis, April 15. 


Three pastors have changed parishes 
within the synod. The Rev. C. R. Defen- 
derfer has gone from St. Paul’s, Frank- 
fort, to Grace Church, Gary, Ind. The Rev. 
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—Coming to NEW YORK—? 


VISIT NEW ROCHELLE 


“THE QUEEN CITY ON THE SOUND” 
Thirty-five minutes from Grand Central Station 


HOLY IJRINITY 


LUTHERAN CHURCH 


WALTER CHRISTIAN HANNING 


Pastor 


MARY ELIZABETH FOWLER 
Minister of Religious Education 


Graham L. Kleespie, formerly at the 
-Whitestown-New Augusta Parish, is now 
the pastor of the Columbia City Parish. 
The Rev. William L. Pifer has accepted a 

call to full-time service at Pleasant View 

Church, Indianapolis. Pastor Pifer for- 

merly served both the Pleasant View and 

Ebenezer congregations. 


Congregations 
St. Thomas Church, Brookville, the Rev. 
Paul E. Schoeneman pastor, raised $8,500 
-in three weeks to wipe out its indebted- 
ness. The debt liquidation was celebrated 
December_10, with the Rev. Earl Coble, a 
former pastor, and Dr. H. E. Turney, pres- 
ident of the synod, as the speakers. 


Unity Church, Terre Haute, the Rev. 
John G. Frank pastor, celebrated its twen- 
tieth anniversary by dedicating a pipe or- 
gan, valued at $2,500. Special speakers 
were Arthur M. Knudsen, D.D., of the 
Board of American Missions; the Rev. 
George Aigner, a former pastor; and Pres- 
ident H. E. Turney. 


The Bryant Congregation of the Port- 
land Parish celebrated its seventieth anni- 
versary recently. Paul H. Krauss, D.D., 
pastor of Trinity Church, Ft. Wayne, and 
H. Grady Davis, D.D., of the Chicago 
Seminary were the speakers. The Rev. 
Walter C. Davis, Jr., is the pastor. 


Gethsemane Church, Indianapolis, John 
S. Albert, D.D., pastor, burned its interest- 
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When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ALFRED L. GREWE, D.D., Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 A. M. 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 
First Lutheran Church 
GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 

Sunday Services 


9:30 A. M. 
11:00 A. M. 


“To be spiritually 
minded in life and 
peace.”* 


Morning Service 
Broadcast over 
Sta. WJIAS 


bearing mortgages when the members of 
the congregation assumed the remaining 
debt through a bond issue bearing no in- 
terest. The church exterior was improved 
with a limestone finish and the interior 
was renovated in the past year. 


Mt. Pisgah Congregation, Rock Creek, 
has installed a new heating system, and 
the Mt. Olive Congregation has made ex- 
tensive improvements on their church 
building. The Rev. H. L. Greenawalt is 
the pastor of the parish. 
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When in SAN FRANCISCO 


visit historic 


St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 


“Founded 1849” 
1135 O’FARRELL STREET 
Church School—9.45 A. M. 
Chief Service—11.00 A. M. 
Youth Vespers— 

6.00 and 7.00 P. M. 
J. George Dorn, D.D., 

Pastor 
F. P. Smith, A.M., Assistant 


IN SEATTLE 


A friendly welcome awaits you 
at 


Central 
Lutheran Church 


Eleventh Avenue at East Olive Street 
(Near Downtown) 


H. STANLEY HOLMAN, Pastor 


CHURCH SCHOOL 


DIVINE SERVICE 11:00 A. M. 


Welcome to Des Moines, Iowa 


mene 


ST. JOHN’S EV. LUTHERAN 


CHURCH 
SIXTH AVE. and KEOSAUQUA WAY 


This downtown church especially wel- 
comes visitors, members of the WAC 


and men in the Service. 


Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., Pastor 
Rev. George P. Krebs, B.D., Associate 


Services at 9:15 A. M. and 11:00 A, M. 


Chicago Seminary Calls 


New Professor 


Cattep to the faculty of the Chicagc 
Seminary, Maywood, Ill., by the Board ot 
Directors at its meeting, the Rev. Charles 
W. Kegley, Ph.D., of Evanston, Ill., en- 
tered upon his new position as of January 
1, 1945. 

Dr. Kegley’s professorial responsibility 
will be chiefly in the field of Christian 
philosophy and ethics, which are his spe- 
cialty. He will also assist in the field of 
New Testament Interpretation. His actual 
teaching begins with the full quarter of 


Prof. Charles W. Kegley, Ph.D. 


1945. Meanwhile, he will do additional 
graduate work in the New Testament field 
to ready) himself further for his teaching 
duties. 

The seminary’s faculty is thus further 
strengthened by the addition of this able 
young teacher and thinker. With his fam- 
ily, he will establish his home on the cam- 
pus during the course of the summer. _ 

Charles William Kegley is a native oi! 
Chicago, where his father, the Rev. C. R 
W. Kegley, served ably in the home mis- 
sion field for many years. 

Dr. Kegley was graduated from North-- 
western University in 1933 with the A.B! 


The Lutherai 


MANY THANKS to all pastors who supported the 
subscription campaign of “The Lutheran” during 
October—Church Paper Month—or since that 
time. 


To those who did not find it possible to co- 
operate because of local programs we say: 


DO IT NOW! 


If there are any pastors who are not 
interested, will you give the matter 
serious thought, because after all, 
“The Lutheran” is your paper? 

You should support it at 

least once a year, in its 


Societies 
Sundagy 

School Classes 
Luther Leagues 
Brotherhoods 
Make a canvass for sub- 
scriptions during LENT. 

People will respond well dur- 

ing this period, and you will earn 

a substantial Lenten Offering since 

the commissions are liberal. Write 
the Circulation Manager today for sup- 
plies, helps, and sample copies, but first 

see your pastor about it for his co-operation 

is necessary for success. Give the pastor’s name 


efforts to bring Chris- 
tian messages and re- 
ports of the ac- 
tivities of the 
church to 

your mem- 


and the name of the church. Address: 
“THE LUTHERAN” 


Thirteenth and Spruce Sts. _ : 


degree, took his B.D. at the Chicago Semi- 
nary, his M.A. at Northwestern University 
in 1937, and his Ph.D., concentrating in 
philosophy of religion and ethics at North- 
western University in 1943. 

Following a fruitful period of service 
as pastor for Lutheran students in Chi- 
cagoland 1934-1940, he became pastor of 
St. Paul’s Church at Evanston in 1940. Un- 
der his leadership St. Paul’s made marked 
advances. The congregation released him 
only with great reluctance at the close of 
1944, in order that he might begin his new 
teaching responsibilities at this seminary. 

In community and inter-church relation- 
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Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


ships, through all these years, Dr. Kegley 
has made his influence felt. He served 
at the world conference of Christian Youth 
at Amsterdam, Holland, 1939, as chairman 
of the Lutheran Delegation from the 
United States, and of All-Lutheran meet- 
ings, and that same year conducted a Lu- 
theran Student Tour of. Europe. He served 
as president of the Evanston Ministerial 
Association of 1941-43. He was acting 
chairman of the Northwestern University 
Board of Religion during 1943, and in 1944 
became chairman. He is serving as a di- 
rector of the John Evans Religious Center 
of Northwestern University. 
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Evangelism Promoted in 


Somerset County, Pa. 


In the spring of 1944 the program of 
Evangelism of the United Lutheran Church 
was brought to the attention of the newly 
organized Lutheran Pastoral Association 
of Somerset County, Allegheny Confer- 
ence, Central Pennsylvania Synod. Action 
was taken to give the program a trial in 
this rural county. At the June meeting 


Choiré COWNM ) 


Pulpit 


Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work. 
Pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co., 
1127 S. 4th St. Greenville, Ill. 


—— 


CHURCH 
PAINTINGS 
Mural and Altar 


JOHN KROGMANN 
ARTIST 


Studio 3, 3561 W. Fullerton 
Chicago 


Before You Buy a Bible, 
Be Sure... 


It is the 
Beloved King James Version 


It is the authorized version best known, most 
loved... a Book of beauty and inspiration, 
a 


National BiBLes 


SINCE 1863...AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
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of the association, Oscar W. Carlson, D.D., 
director of Evangelism for the ULCA, pre- 
sented the preliminary plans. He returned 
for the promotion of the plan during the 
week of November 12. 

Because of distances and wartime travel 
restrictions, the program was not inaugu- 
rated in the usual setup for urban com- 
munities. A-mass meeting was held Sun- 
day afternoon in Trinity Church, Somerset, 
attended by 14 pastors and 144 lay persons. 
These workers received the enthusiasm 
from Dr. Carlson to go forth to seek the 
unchurched in their respective communi- 
ties. Monday and Tuesday evenings area 
meetings were held with discussion groups 
led by Dr. Carlson. Wednesday night the 
final report meeting was held in Somerset 
with the following results: number of calls 
made, 142; number of persons interviewed, 
171; number of decisions made, 37. 

The figures do not reveal the whole 
story. Visitors calling upon an avowed 
atheist found that he.was not so pro- 
nounced in his atheism as reported in the 
community. He seemed to be very recep- 
tive to the visitors and wanted to talk 
more with the pastor concerning his eter- 
nal salvation. One family was found where 
some Inner Mission work would well be 
applied. Many approached were members 
of churches somewhere, but had let their 
membership lapse. 

Some pastors and churches are delaying 
action because they are trying to educate 
their people to the necessity of lay evan- 
gelism. The Lenten and Easter season will 
be used to apply the plan in other par- 
ishes. Since most of the pastors in this 
county serve from two to four churches 
putting the program into effect must of 
necessity be prolonged; since mid-Decem- 
ber weather conditions have played havoc 
with roads and travel conditions. 

The effort was well worth while and 
even though numerically the results do 
not show great gains, much has been ac- 
complished for the advancement of the 
Kingdom of God. Personal lay evangelism 
pays. Watrter D. Guss. 

Sipesville, Pa. 
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PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
THE LIBRARY 


OUR EASTER PLAYS AND PAGEANTS 


_ Aileene Sargent: New, 


Lyman R. Bayard 


acsebanse 35¢ 


The Questioner: by Bayard 


Send 10c each for loan copies of pageants you wish to examine. Return 
in 10 days or remit balance of price. Write for catalogue. 


Will increase the reverence and the inspirational value of your Easter 
Service in Church or School 
The Shadow of the Cross: by 
dramatic 
and impressive. 5 main characters, 
chorus and tableaux ........... 
The Dawning: Wonderful pageant 
of the Resurrection of Jesus: by 
hreatee 50c The Quest, Easter Service ........ 15¢ 


The Tidings: Bayard ccs 
Into Galilee: Bayard ......... Ea 
Print of The Nails: Davis 
When Christ Arose: Parsons .... 35¢ 
The Children’s Vision: Bates .... 35e 
Stone Against The Heart: Irwin 35c 


Challenge of The Cross: Marsh 50e 


Dept. E-17, PAGEANT PUBLISHERS, 1228 So. Flower St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


First to Enter the Ministry 


from Fresno Church 


THE ordination of Mr. Elvin S. Hansen 
to the ministry in his home church, First 
Lutheran Church of Fresno, Calif., was a 
high point in the life 
of this congregation 
as well as that of the 
ordinand, for Mr. 
Hansen is the first 
man from this church 
to enter the min- 
istry. 

The Ordination 
Service was held on 
the evening of De- 
cember 29, 1944, with 
Pres. James P. Bea- 
som, D.D., president 
of the California Synod, as the preacher 
and minister in charge. Participating in 
the service and in the laying on of hands 
were men representing three groups of 
the National Lutheran Council: five from 
the United Lutheran Church—Dr. Bea- 
som, John C. Bitter and August S. Claus 
of Fresno, Robert S. Romeis of Sacra- 
mento, and Mr. Hansen; four from the 
United Danish Church—Henry M. Han- 
sen of Del Rey, M. L. Kirkegaard of Selma, 
president of the Pacific District of the 
United Danish Church, Emil A. Pedersen 
of Fresno, Immanuel Petersen of Easton; 
and two from the Augustana Synod—J. 
Edwin Erickson of Kerman, and Harry V. 


Mr. Elvin S. Hansen 
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PA ip M PALM SUNDAY 


ORDER EARLY 
PALM SUNDAY,.MARCH 25 
We guarantee Absolute Satisfaction. 


100 Heads for $15.00 25 Heads for $5.50 
50 Heads for 9.00 12 Heads for 3.00 


All Good Lengths 36—48 in. 
THE NIESSEN COMPANY 
We are pioneers in the handling of Palm. 
1201 Race St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Chote at its Best . . is 
B Always Well Dressed 


CHOIR ROBES.. .carefully tail- 
ored, correct styles, lovely colors, 
beautiful draping materials... 


\ PULPIT ROBES of distinction. 


COLLEGIATE coun ce 


GOWN CC. 


366 Fifth 
NEW VORK ier N.Y. 


COLUMBUS 15, OHIO 


“at jacker 
chicago 6, tLe 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 


Victorson of Fresno. 

This is living witness to the fact that 
Fresno Lutheranism is conscious of being 
a living unit through the National Lu- 
theran Council. 

An informal reception for the congre- 
gation of First Church and friends fol- 
lowed the service. The Rev. Elvin Hansen, 
a graduate of Midland College and West- 
ern Theological Seminary in Fremont, 
Nebr., preached in his home church before 
leaving for his first pastorate, Zion Church, 
Medford, Oregon. 
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A Diversified Career 
(Continued from page 17) 


and chug over the hillside overlooking a 
beautiful magenta-tinted bay, there to 
conduct services. Upon the completion of 
five months at this base, ‘Uncle Sugar,’ as 
our base chaplain was fond of saying, de- 
cided I should come home. I should not 
fail to mention the funerals I conducted 
in these lands. We reverently laid away 
in the beautiful American Cemetery the 
mortal remains of a number of our boys. 
Military honors were carefully arranged 
and rendered in each instance. I took part 
in these memorial services. 

“My relief having arrived, I rushed over 
to the docks and climbed aboard the trans- 
port which was to make a leisurely trip 
to the States in three weeks. The trans- 
port chaplain (Catholic) requested me to 
handle Protestant interests. Afterwards I 
held a daily service on the open promenade 
deck. A Red Cross girl who was also going 
home consented to preside at the organ. 
On Sundays a morning and evening service 
were held in the dining salon. Since we 
were on the high seas during the Jewish 
New Year season, it was my unusual priv- 
ilege to help the chaplain arrange and hold 
services for the Jewish personnel. 


Delicate Assignment 

“After waiting at the port of debarka- 
tion for orders, I took my delay en route 
with my family in the east. I came back 
to the west coast to take over my new 
assignment. At present I have independent 
duty as the only chaplain at one of the 
two naval retraining commands in. this 
country. The camp formerly served the 
CCC and the Army. While the activity is 
now in operation, it is just emerging from 
the period of pioneering and renovation. 
In common with other departments it has 
been my privilege to equip and organize 
my own department. Here I have the as- 
sistance of a specialist (W) who was 
trained in the chaplains’ school and who 
has excellent qualifications. 

“Our peculiar task here is to rehabilitate, 


The Lutheran 


retrain and restore to duty men who are 
in confinement for military offenses of a 
certain nature. The term by which they 
are to be identified while in the retraining 
status is ‘trainee.’ I interview each man 
privately shortly after he arrives here. My 
purpose is to learn something of his do- 
mestic, military, and moral-religious sta- 
tus. I attempt to determine his attitudes 
and probable prospects for the future. 
What I may be able to do during the short 
time we have with them, especially the 
high percentage who indicate a spiritual 
inadequacy, remains to be seen. Many of 
their troubles stem from their homes and 
families. For that reason, among others, 
I write to the next of kin of each man so 
as to get an insight by way of the replies into 
the home situation. Some of the replies 
I get are pathetic indeed.” 


Personal Evangelism 


Demonstrated 
(Continued from page 27) 


continued on the prospect rolls. 

In order to put life into those statistics, 
this story should cause every Christian’s 
heart to beat with new hope for the future 
of the Church. On the very first night of 
visitation, two women visitors were given 
a prospect card, bearing the name of Mrs. 
Carl Childress, in the Blackwelder Park 
area. Going to the home, they found that 
Mrs, Childress was a native of Hawaii, the 
wife of an American soldier who had been 
sent to this country after the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. The visitors were most cor- 
dially received, and after they had stated 
their purpose for coming, and had given 
her a very warm invitation to enter into 
the full fellowship of the Blackwelder 
Chapel Lutheran Church, they found her 
overjoyed at the prospect. She told them 
that she had been a member of a Prot- 
estant church back in Hawaii, but she had 
not been sure how she would be received 
in this country, so had attended church 
very little. She said that she herself would 
write for her letter of transfer. In a sub- 
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Your Influence Lives On 


By subscribing to an American Bible 
Society Annuity Agreement you not only 
open the way to guard and influence his 
young life after you are gone, you help 
bring light into the lives of countless others 
less fortunate. 

Yes, under this Annuity Plan, your mite 
becomes truly mighty. Your money not 
only provides for the future education or 
security of a loved one—but, when that 
obligation is discharged, goes to distribute 
the Bible wherever need exists. 

Send today for “A Gift That Lives?’ the 
booklet that tells how you can both give 
and receive at the same time. 


Mail This Coupon Today Without Fail! 


American Bible Dociety, 

Bible House, New York 22, N.Y ] 
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sequent interview with the pastor, she also 
said that she wanted her little son, aged 
three, to be baptized. She has already en- 
tered into the fellowship of the church. 
Even one such result—and there were 
many others—speaks for the success of 
this venture in Visitation Evangelism. 
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theran Welfare, $3,136.18; new members, 
877; infants baptized, 148; funerals, 104; 
weddings, 75; communing membership, 
1,810; 165 tithers who contributed $13,519.36; 
total contributions of all societies and 
church, $45,403.09. Average attendance of 
the growing church school about 600. 


A Good Record 


Minneapolis, Minn. Holy Trinity Church, 
the Rev. Carl H. Bartsch pastor, closed 
1944 with a stirring record, as follows: 
Regular benevolence, $13,791.98, and spe- 
cial benevolence, including $2,000 for Lu- 


CLERICAL PULPIT ROBES 
Choir Gowns in All Styles 
CASSOCKS ™ 
SURPLICES — STOLES 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
ALTAR LINENS 


CLERICAL SUITS — CLOAKS 
RABATS—RABAT VESTS—COLLARS—SHIRTS 
Inquiries Invited 


Cc. M. ALMY & SON, INC. 
562 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 


All-Metal 
Spot-Welded 


TRACT 
RACK 


The church already has purchased 100 
feet adjacent to their finely located prop- 
erty, and anticipate another 100 feet, on 
which will be erected a modern educa- 
tional building. No indebtedness. 


Each on Duty 
(Continued from page 23) 
kin about Navy men killed in action out- 
side continental United States, and coun- 
sel with several thousand WAVES and 
civilians. : 
“Chaplain Robinson recalled how a 


Lent is a good season for distributing the printed) Word through the medium of 
free tracts, promotional and devotional literature, monthlies, quarterlies and other 
church papers. This all-purpose tract rack, finished so as to harmonize with almost any 
church woodwork, will be found useful in presenting and selling religious publications. 
It has one 9 x 12 in. pocket; four 6 x 9 in, pockets; two 4'/2 x 6 in. pockets; six 3¥2 x 6 


in. pockets. 


Price, rack only, $6.00; rack with coin box, $7.00; rack with invitation plate, "Take 
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IS THERE A LUTHERAN SCHOOL FOR 
GIRLS OF HIGH SCHOOL AGE? 


MARION COLLEGE 


Marion, Va. 


OFFERS THE LAST TWO YEARS OF HIGH 
SCHOOL for Lutheran girls 


Training for college entrance in academic sub- 


jects in wholesome, home-like atmosphere. 
Located in the heart of the Alleghany Moun-~ 
fains in beautiful Southwest Virginia near 
the site of the Mountain mission at Kon- 
narock, 
Rates extremely reasonable. 
For information, write 


The Rev. Henry E, Horn, President 
Box K., Marion, Va. 


WAVE came excitedly to his office one 
day at 5.00 P. ML, explaining that she was 


to be married at 5.00 P. M. to a Marine Aeolian- Skinner 
who at that moment was in the brig. The 

chaplain called the preacher, Dr. J. Warren 

Hastings, of National City Christian sea aD 

Church, Thomas Circle, requesting him to a new design for a small 
delay the wedding until he could get the organ for small churches. 
Marine released. He contacted the Ma- 

rine’s commanding officer, explained that Full description upon request. 
the groom was in the brig because he had 

4aken a rap’ for a buddy, and in an hour AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 
or so the wedding bells were ringing. Boston, Mass. 


“But it’s all in a day’s work,’ the chap- 
lain mused yesterday over a cup of coffee 


in the huge mess hall.” FOR N Al [; Victor Stereopticon, 500- 
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thirteen~year-old won of the Rev, and Mrs. aaa . 
Luther A. Krouse, died in the Pottstown Hos- Write Hichard L, Smith, West Carrollton, Ohio. 


pital, October 16, 1944, five days after an 
abdominal operation. Services were held in 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church with F. Eppling 
Reinartz, D.D., Secretary for Promotion in the 
United Lutheran Church, officiating. Interment 
took place in Laureldale Cemetery, Reading, Pa. 


WOMEN’S MEETING 


The seventy-first annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the United Lu- 


Selact MOORE Gowns and your 


theron ape, im Iowa will be held in Trinity choir will present an inspiringly 
Church, Sioux City, lowa, Walter A. Vous, D.D., beautiful appearance for years to 
pastor, April 24-25. come. Styles for adult, intermediate 


and junior choirs, in many beautiful 
materials and colors. Write for FREE 
Choir Apparel Style Book C-20, 
Budget Payment Plan 120, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP70. 


Communion Service with the members of 
synod at 4.00 P. M., April 22, 
Mrs. C. A. Kent, Sec. 


PRE-LENTEN RETREAT 


The Pre-Lenten Retreat of the Southern Con- 
ference of the Wartburg Synod will be held in 
St. John’s Church, Springfield, Ill, the Rev. 
W. W. Roth pastor, beginning at 2.00 P. M., 
February 12. Communion Service at 7.20 P. M. 

The meeting will adjourn at noon on Tuesday, 

O. M. Meyer, Sec. 
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NEW BOOKS FOR THE LENTEN SEASON 


VICTIM OR VICTOR—Paul Zeller Strodach. 
Our fifth book of sermons for the Sundays preceding and during Lent, 
the days of Holy Week, Easter, and on the Seven Words. Based on a dif- 
ferent series of Gospel texts by a new group of contributors. $2.00. 


GETHSEMANE TO CALVARY—Olin Spencer Reigstad. 
hicetantsraes and Holy Week sermons by a Norwegian Lutheran pastor. 
Q) $1. 


VOICES OF THE PASSION—O, P. Kretzmann and A. C. Oldsen. 
Two series of Lenten sermons by able preachers of the Missouri Synod. 
In the first series the characters of the Passion drama are dealt with. The 
second series is based on the Seven Words from the Cross. (19) $1.50. 


THE GLORY OF GOLGOTHA—Wm. C. Burhop and Louis J. Sieck. 
Two series of Lenten sermons by Missouri Synod pastors: ,““On Golgotha’s 
rome aoe sermons; “Passion Story Pictures’—seven sermons. 
(3) $1.00. 


A PLAIN MAN LOOKS AT THE CROSS—Leslie D. Weatherhead. 
Announced by the publisher as “Lenten-studies that go to the heart of 
some of the basic problems confronting Christianity.” Chapter themes 
such as—How Jesus Came to His Cross. The Cost of Our Deliverance, The 
Manner of Our Deliverance, etc. This author is noted for his unusual and 
sometimes provocative presentations. (38) $1.50. 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CROSS—F. W. Dillistone. 
Based on a series of lectures on “Preaching the Atonement” now ampli- 
fied and with four additional chapters which represent a unique restudy 
of the New Testament’s interpretation of the Atonement. (42) $2.50. 


THE ROYAL SUFFERER—Herman Hoeksema. 
A fresh approach to the Suffering Christ in eight revealing studies, includ- 
ing: The King and the Bread Question, The King Without an Army, The 
Soe Without His Glory, A Public Spectacle, Victorious in Defeat. (25) 


THE VICTORY OF THE CROSS—George Taylor, Jr. 
It is the author’s belief that the “Seven Words” uttered by our Lord on 
His cross give us, so to speak, a complete picture of His era Ries oe 
ence. This book of sermons is an unfolding of that idea. (69) $1.25. 


“AND WAS CRUCIFIED”’—Frank Damrosch, Jr. 


Addresses on the Seven Last Words. This book, by an Episcopalian rector, 
has been written in war time and could not escape the impact 
of the war, especially in the consideration of suffering as 
linked with’ the sufferi ing of the Passion. (41) $1.25, / 


EARTH MIGHT BE FAIR—Richard S. Emrich. 


Presiding Bishop’s book for Lent (Episcopalian). Its thesis 
is that man’s happiness depends upon realization ‘of his little- 
ness before God and his need for spiritual nourishment. In 
exposing the evils of self-centeredness, the author shows how 
to handle the problems of society and what answers man’s 
basic need for fellowship. (97) $1.50. 
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